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[ ' What Hall befall il Chu Of 
Earth, till their Concord, by the Reſtirucion off 
their Primitive Purity, Simplicity, and Charity. 


LI, How that Reſtitution is like, to bel 4 
' made, (if ever) and what ſhall befall them}: 2 
thence-forth unto the'End, in that Golden: Age 1] 
of -LOVE. J 


- Written by Richard Barter, = ; | 


Whenby the KI NG's Commiſſion, we (in rain 14 
+ treated for Concord, | 1464 - oF " a 


a — _—_—_— 


And now Publiſhed, not to Inſtruct the Prout 1 
that ſcorn to Learn ; nor to make them Wiſe, who | 
will not be made Wiſe: But to Inſtru& the Sons of | ÞY 
Love and Peace, in their Duties and Expectations. And | 
to tell Poſterity, That the Things which befall them, 
were Fore-told : And that the Eyil might haye been 
py evented, and Bleſſed Peace on Earth attained, if Men 

d been but willing; and had not ſhut their Eyes, | | | 

" and hardened their Ft againſt the Beams of Z:ght | *& 

od Love, ; | F ; 
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T is many Tears, fince this Prognoftication was writ- 

ren, (1661; except the Sixteen laſt Lines) but it 

was ceſt by, teff it ſbould offend the Guilty.” But the 

Author now thinketh, that the Monitory Uſefulne 

over-weigh the Incomveniencies of Mens Diſplea- 
fare ; at leaſt, Fo Poſterity, if not for the Preſent 3 ff 
of which, he is taking his Fare-wel. His Suppoſitions are 
ſuch as cannot be denyed. Viz. 5 0 
x. Eccleſ. 1. 9. The Thing that hath been, is 4 


which ſhall be; and that which is done, is that which 
ſhall be done: and there is no New Thing under the Sww. 7 
.- 2 This fare Canles, with the acne Circumſtances, will” * 
ve the ſame Effefts on Retipients, equally diſpoſed. © _ 
3. Operari ſequitur eſſe : © As Natures: are, ſo they aft; © 


| except Pg non 67 4 arooge Cs ah = + "_ 
 - »#©- 6.T tite ($enſits Rational) "is the Principle <Y 
a of £ a : — what any , they will Deſire and Cr? ; 
| © «5. Therefore, Intereſt will tur the Affairs of the world; ® 
|/ ard he that can bet underſtand all Intereſts, will be the __ | 
oF beſt Moral Prognofticatory ſo far as Men are Cauſes of 3 
the Events, 34h 4 

6.. The Ploefing of God, and the Habpyneſs of their own 

and. others Souls, Bis _ Intereft of Tri Ek ani” 
Tempiira Life, Pleaſure, Proſperity, being the ſeemins © 
and ewes ce of Nor ag 4 _ will car- , > 
contrary wayes. [IHE IM f; 0 
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ſome to each other, and ſeek each: others Deftruttion or” De- 
bilitation. | IE 

8. The Senſes and Experience of all Men, in all Ages, 
are to be believed about their proper Objetts. 

9. Men of AQtivity, Power, a»4 Great Numbers, will 
have advantage for Obſervance and Sncceſs, above thoſe that 
are Modeſt, Obſcure, and Few, © 7 

' Io. Yet Men will till be Men; and the Rational Nature © 
wall yield ſome Friendly Aſpett towards the Trath, 

11. Thofe that are Ignorant, and miſled by Paſſion, and 
carryed down the Stream, by Men of Malignity or FaQton, 

' may come- to themſelves, when Afflittion, Experience, and 
Conſiderateneſs have had time to work; and may Repent 
and undo fome-what that they have done. — 

12. As Senſe will be Senſe, when Faith hath done its be. 
ſo Faith will be Faith, when Fleſh or Sexſe hath done its worſt. 

I3. Men that fix on a Heavenly, Everlaiting Intereſt, will 
7 wot be Temporizers, and changed by the worldly Mens wills 
Cnr, op. 
14. When all Men have tired themſelves with their Cox- 
triuances aud Stirs, Moderation and Peace muit be the 
_ quiet State, | | 
,-  I5. when all worldly wiſdome hath done its utmoſt, anc! 
Mens Endeavours are winged with the greate#t Expettati- 
ons; God will be God, and Blaſt what he Nilleth, and will 
Over-rule all Things, to the Accompliſhment of his moſt Bleſe 
fed wil, Amen. D 

On theſe _—_— it is, that the following Progrioſtica- 
tions are founaed; which 1 muſt admoniſh the Reader, not 
ro miſtake for Hiſtorical Narratives: Butys / exhort bim 
ro know what Hath been, and what Is, if he would know 

| what Will be; and to make ſure of Everlaſting Reſt. with 
Chriſt, when he muſt leave a ſinful, refHeſs Ss | 
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Till the Time of True Reformation 


Onity. > IN | | 
_ wall .bo Bomirin a State of © 


Infancy. and Neſcience, th: "$a 
without aQtual Knowledge... 
1; 2+; Yea, with a Nature: | 
-the. innate Diſj 


The _— Mind will tiney 2n Enmity. a 
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a Nature, as: are the matters. of Salvation, will not be 
attain'd without Hard Study, and Earneit Prayer, and Hum- 
ble Submiſſion to InftruQions: and all this ;a /ong time Pa- 
ziently Endured, or rather willingly, and delightfully Pex- 
formed. | | | 

4. And if the Seeds, of Wildom be not Born» with us, 
in a cpaciovs d:ſpofition of underſtanding ; but contrarily 
a Natural Unarprehbenfivenceſs Blocks up the Way ; even 
Time and Labour, will never (without a' Miracle) bring 
any, to any great Eminency of Underſtanding. _ 

5.: And they that have both Capacity, and an indyſtri- 
ous Diſpoſition, muſt have alſo found, and able, and dil:- 
gent Teachers, or at leaſt eſcape the Hands of Seducers, 
and of partial fattions guides. , | 

6. There are few Born with good natural Capacities, 
much leſs with a /pecial diſpoſitive acuteneſs ; and few that 
will be at the pains and patience, which the getting of 
Wiſdom doth require ; and few that will have the hap- 
pineſs of ſound, and diligent Teachers; But feweft of all 
that will have a concurrence of all theſe three. 

7. Therefore there wal be but few very Wiſe Men in 
the World ; Ignorance will be common, Wiſdom will 
| be rare. | 

8. 1Therefore Errour or falſe. Opintoms will be common.” 
For unleſs Men zever think of the things of which they are 
Ignorant, or Judge nothing of ther one way or other, 
they are ſire zo ery, fo far as they Judge in Ignorance. 
But when things of greateft Moment are re as 
True or. Falſe, to be believed. or rejected, the moſt Ig-. 
norant Mind, is naturally inclined to paſs its Judgment 
_ or Opinion of them one way or other; and to Appre- 
| hend them according to. the light he ſtanderh in, and-ro | 

think of them as he is diſpoſed. -So that Znorance' and? 
Errour will concur. | Po Pr 
f 9, He- 
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thin OI EET 
ans fret  Comtatidh A lope 2 4 
ps tz 2! 100, 
ever -in #ordr and Deede' a Man may Err, and know that 
he Erreth.) + 
. 10« He that knowerh not; and that Erreth, iveth - 
not that' Evidenee> of Truch, which ſhould &him re- 
ceive it, and whichi'maketh- other Mem receive it ; And 
therefore 4noweth not that indeed another is in the rights, 
or- Gen _ _ he. PK k 
IT. wnen eV 1S A er to ano- 
thers he Gd? Seat as we're Sudan ar or ra 
And therefore, knoweth mot anothers knowledge, nor the 
Convincing Reaſons of his Judgment. | 
12. As no Man is his own Errours, 
the Reaſons which he knowerb not , ſo Pride, and Self-lovy, 
and Pertiality thence ariſing, / incline all Men naturally to 
be over-valuers of their own Mnderſtendings, "and {o over- 
confident of all their own conceptions, and over-ſtiff in. 
defending all their Errours, As Pride and {e/f/bneſs are the 
firſt-bora of Satan, and the Root of all poſitive Eyil in 
Man's Soul; ſo a'Man is more Naturath Proud of that 
which-is the! Howdar- of « Man, which is his Underſtan- 
ding and o/*, than of that which+is commot t0-k 
Beaſt (as Strength, Beauty, Ornaments. &c.) Therefore Pride 
of Underſtanding and Goodneſs oft Live, when 'fordid Ap- - 
parel tellerth you that childiſh Pride of Ora:mextrs is Dead. 
And- this Pride maketh it very difficult,- to the-molt /z- 
norant and Erronious;'to know: their ſenoraket and: F-2 
rokr, or. fo; much ' as to ſuſpect their own Under 
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_  - that ſeeth bur few things, ſceth not nth: to. 
make bir - and ſeeth not thedifficnlties which ſhould 
e——__ his nee, ha ee. way. 
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a 
{peas to one anorher, and' leaveth out 'no one fſub- 
antial Part, which is needful to open'the fignification 

of the reſt. { | 

15. He that ſeeth' many things diſorderly, and confuled- 
ly, and not in dwe method, and: leaveth out ſome fub- 
antial Parts, and hath not a dizeffed Knowledge, doth 
know much, an1 err much, and may make a buſtle in 
the World of Ignorants, as it he-were an excellent Lear- 


eth much. eſpecially, if he ſee them in 'their 07 


ned Man; but hath lictle of the /xward T tobe of the 


Power and Bemefits of Knowledge. +: 

. 16. He that ſeeth many things but darkly, confuſed, 
and not in the true place and: method, cannot reconcile 
Truths among themfelves ; but is like a Boy with a 
pair of Tarrying-Irons, or like one that hath his Clock 
or Watch all in peices, and knoweth not how to fet 
them altogether. And therefore, is inclined to be a Scep- 


17. This ſort of Scepticks, differ much from Humble . 
Chriſtians ; and have oft. as high Thoughts of their ,Un- 
derſtandings. as any others: For they.lay the cauſe up- 
on the difficulties in. the. Obje&s, rather than en-rhem- 
ſelves: Unleſs, when they incline to Brutyſhneſs or Sad- 
duceiſme, and take Man's Underſtanding to be uncap>- 
ble of True Knowledge, and: fo lay. the blame on hu- 
mane Nature as ſuch, that is, on the Creator. 

t8. Few know ſo much. as to fee «the dithculry of 


things, and make- chem. doubr, or Sceptical. Bur far 
. fewer know.,. ſo much as to refolve ther doubrs and dif- 


ficulties: Therefore, though /as Biſhop Jewel faith of 
farthful Patters) I ſay not that there will be few Cardinals, 
few Biſheps, few Dottors, few Deans, few Feſuits, few Fry- 
«rs, {there will be anow of thife) yet there wilt be few 

| | Wife, 
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vow ay ay A that Jncanth not or - that Erb, Know- a 
eth not that another Knoweth,. or is in the Right, when © = 
he is in. the wrong; therelare he? knoweth-not whoſe ke 
Judgment/ to honour and ſubmit.ro, if he ſhould ſofj 
or bedriven from his own: And therefore is not {6 
Py, as to be able to chooſe the fitteſt Teacher for, him- 


-20. In this Darknefs, therefore he either Carnaly caſt: 
eth himſelf on the Highe# and moſt Honoured 1n+ the +. 
World, where he hath the moſt-advantages for worldly 
Ends; _ foloweth the fame of the time and Coun» 

e ts, or he falleth in with the Major Vote,. 
Sy. lg us whatſoever it be, which - his underſtan- 
ding doth moſt eſteem and honour ; or elſe with ſome ; 

that hath moſt advantage on him. 

. 4s w fa 6 _ of theſe happen: ro bein the Right, e-will 
be alſo in the Right materially, and may ſeem -an Ortho- 
dox, Peaceable, and Praife-worthy Man: But - where _ 
they are-in the Prong, he is contented with the Reputs- 2 
tion of being in- the Righr, and of the good Opmion of 
thoſe a he concurrech with; who flatter, and ap- | 
plaud each other in the Dark: 
- 22. When iſe Men are but few, they can be bin im 
few places; and therefore will. tbſcae from- moſt of 
the People (High or Low) that need InſtruQtion. 'Be- 
fides; that their fludiouſtes inclincth them (like/Hirrom) 
to be more retired than others, that know lefs.- om 

23-: This 'confdence in- an Erring Mind; is: aot only. -- 
the Caſe of the Teachers, as well as of the Flocks; but 
is uſually more fortifged: ” them than in others; 'For ©. b 
they think that the Honour of Learning and! wiſdom -is 7 
a to- their Place and- An and Nawe, and SHO. 


B. 3; 


3. 4-39 


-*n the Univerſities ; how \empty ſoever they be them- 
ſelves. And they take it for a-double diſhonor (as-it is) 
for a Teacher to be accounted Ignorant ; and an injury 
to their work and office, and to the People's Souls, that - 
muſt by their honor be prepared to Profit by- them ; ' 
And therefore, they ſmart more 1mpatiently under any 
dereCtion of their Ignorance, than rhe common People 
do. ; | | 

2.1. It is not meer Honeſty and Godlireſs, that will 
ſuffice to fave Miniſters or People from this Ignorance, 
Injudiciouſneſs and Errour; There having ever been a- 
mong the very Godiy Minitters, few 7a#d:c:0u5 Men, that 
are fit to inveſtigate a difficult Truth, or to defend it a-_ 
cainſt a ſubtile Adverſary, or to ſee the Syſteme of 
Theological verities in their proper Method, Harmony, 
and Beauty. by | » 

25. Morality hath innumerable Ditficulties as well as 
School-divinity : Becauſe that Mora! Goodand. Evil, are ordi- 
narily ſach by preponderating Accidents; ( Aftions as Adtions, 
being =e#ther ; bur only of Phyſica! Conſideration.) And 
the work of a true Caſuift is to compare fo many Acct- 
deats, and to diſcern in the compariſon which preponde- 
rateth that it requireth both an Acute and a Large Capa- 
clous far ſceinz ivit, to make a Man a true reſolver of 
Caſes of Conſcience. And Confequently to be a jud:- 
cios Paſtor, that ſhall not lead the People into Er- 
26. As few Teachers have Natural Capacity for Exatt- 
nef5, and aWilinsneſs, and Patience for lons Laborious Sta- 
des + ſo many by their - Pafforel overſizht of Souls, and 
many by the wants of their Families (eſpecially in times 
of Perſecution, when a'l their publike maintenance is 
gone, and they muſt Live (with their Families) on the 
Charity of People, perhaps Poor and Perſecuted as _— 
they) 
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thoſs. Studies, which elſe they AJ 


be = It is few that grow to much Exat7neſ5- of Judg- 
ment without much »7#ing (for themſelves or” others): 
| For Study, which: is ro be + cathy ordered/and & | 

k by rhe'Pen, is nſually /ar laſt) the exatteſt Stndy ; As 
the Lord Bacon faith, [Mnch Reading maketh a Man fall; 
much Conference weaker 4 Man Ready: and much Writing _ 
mwaketh a Man Exai?.] There are few Camero's, Men of” 
clear Fudgment, and abhorring to write. And there ate. 
few Divines comparatively | that have opportunity to 
Write much. 

28. They that Err in Divinity, do think their fa/c- 
hoods to be eds Trath, and fo will Honovr that which - 
as he hates, with the pretcnce of his Authority and 

Name. . © 
. 29. Therefore they will call up their own, 'andother 
Mens Zeal, to defend thoſe falſhoods as for God, and - 
| think that in ſo doing they do God Service: 
30. And the Intereſt of their own Place, and Ho- - 
Nour, and Ends, will aly infinvate when they di 
 cern it nor, and will increale their Zeal -againft Oppo-. 


ſers. 
37. Therefore, ago= they are uſually Mary, and 77 rife 
" Men bur few, they w Il expe& that Namber ſhould | 12 
the precedency to their Opinions, and- will call 
Proud, . or Heretical: that pain- fay them, and Labour to - 
defame tliem, as ſc/ ai imonative-Men, 
32 Therefore too man ly Minitters will be great - 
oppolers of many of thoſe Trotts of 6cd, which they- 
Know not, and which they Err about, and: will help: 
on the Service of Satan in che World; And will be tt 
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matters when they think rhey -are'moſt Orthodox); ber 


doting about QueHions, and Strifes of words,.mhereof cometh 
Envy, Strife, Railing, Evil Surmiſings, Perverſe Diſputing; 
of Men of Corrupt Minds (in this)-.and Deſtitate of the 
Truth, 1 Tim. 6. 4, 5. . | 
33. And if many Good Men will Erronioufly ſtand 
up againſt that Truth which any Man Wiler than them- 
{elves maketh known, the Worldly, and\Malicious, that 


-have a manifold Enmity againſt it, will be ready to 


SD 


the Oppolition. TH 

24. Not they that are Wiſeft at a diſtance, but they 
that are Neareſt the People, and are always with them, 
are likeſt to prevail to make Diſciples: of them, and 
bring them .to their mind: So great an advantage it is, 
to Talk daily and confidently to Ignorant Souls, when 
there is none to Talk againſt them, and to make their 
Folly known. | 

35. Eſpecially if the ſame Men can get tereſt 1n their 
Efteemas well as Neerneſs, and make themſelves Eſteem- 
ed the Beft or wi/cff Men. 

36. Therefore Fe/uitical, worldly Clergy Men, will al- 
ways get about Great Men, and infinuate into Nobles, and 
will till defame them that are fe and Good, that they 
may ſeem odious, and rhemſelves ſeem-excellent, and 
ſo may carry ir by deceitful Shews. ; 

37. And they will do. their beſt, to procure all w/e 
and Good Men, that are againſt their Intereſt, to be Ba- 
niſhed from the Palaces of Princes aad Nobles, where 
they are; leſt their preſexce ſhould confute their Slag- 
derers, and they ſhould be as Burning and Shining Lights, 
that carry their Witneſs with them, . where they came : 


ſtrengthen them by their Concurrence, and to zoyn in 


1 
fures, and Sufferings ; that their Names may be in 
and cd:ous, in the Wor'd. 38. 


. And alſo to bring them under publike ſtigmatiz as Cen- 
8. And 


wouory om the HERETICALY and Alſo i Maul 
 vitude of weak trroprons honeft, Teachers, ithe Sowndeſt and 
worthyeſt will be ſo few, that -far-+»oft 'of the People (high | 
and" low): are hke'to: live under-the Influences and Ad- 
vantages of Erring-Men; and therefore, theraſelves to 
i an Erring. People... 
40, In that Meglure, that Men are Carnal ; their ious 
Carnal Intere# will Rule them. And both the WORLD= 
LY - and HERETICAL Clergy, are | Ruled by, Carpal * 
intereſts, though. nor the fame 4aterialy. And the He- 
zeſter Erring Miniſters, are Swayed by their Intereſts too 
much ; Inſomuch, that on this account; is /\was:-no'over- 
valuing of: Tynarl 2; oF wrong t6 the other Paſtors, :that * 
To ſhould plataly e ad by ' Phil: 2. 245/22. {Fad 
1 bave no Man bike. d, who will ' Naturally care: fat 
| | Jour State.) | For all ſeek their. own, aot the. things which are 
Jeſus Chriſts.]J And 4. 20. 30.: [Of y04r::0wn; ſelves 
foal Men, ariſe; and ſpeck perverſe: Phingh, ;$0 dt aw away Diſ- 
ciples after. them} Belides the Grizvess _ wit 
would not ſpare 'the-F locks. ? 
41-iThe /zt, a then of the WORLDLY. Cle "aſl E 
conhiſt. in ;/eaſing the Great Qnes of the-World ;7 id and: - 
its and #orldly_ wealth, and Honovr,.. and toibe'made 
GRO of - their, Brethren, and ro þave: their wills 
the Intereſt: of. Heretichs will be to have Mary £9 be 
of their Own: Opinion to Admire- them:- And-the.Inte- 
we of u as the Go Miniſters, | will be to pleaſe God, OW: - 
ods Increaſe the Church,. and (Save Mens 
Food and 


that.they have a Subordinate! 
Chew and Familics, / om 
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tation; which they are too. apr to overvalue. + 
42. Therefore ,. it:-will be - the Great\Traxe of the 


 WORLDLY Clergy; to pleaſe and; flitrer-the Rulers of 


the World, and by all artificial Infinuations, and - by 


_ their Friends, to Work themſelves into their Favosr, 


and by Scorns and Calumnies, to Work -out all other 
that are againſt their Intereſt. 

43. And it will be the Trade of Herervchs, to infinu- 
ate into the more duChile People, eſpecially as Minifters 
of Truth. and Righteouſneſs, that have ſomewhat more 
excellent in Kzowlexge or Holineſs, than the Faithful Mi- 
nifters of Chriſt. i . 

44. And it will be the Fork of Faithful Minifters, to 
Save Mens. Souls. But with ſuch various Degrees of 
Self-denyal or Selfiſhneſs, as they have various Degrees 
of wiſdom and Holizeſs. 7% | 

45. Many Great and Pioufly difpofed' Princes, like 
Eonſtantine, will think that ro Honony and Adwarce the 
Clergy, *into-Worldly . Power and wealth, is to Honour 
God and the Chriſtian Religion: And' Great Munificence 
is fit for their own Greatneſs. 

46. And becauſe ſuch Honoxr and' wealth. cannot poſ- 
fibly be beſtowed on "Al, it muſt make a great Diſpart- 
ty, and fet fome as Lords over the reſt. 

47- And the unavoidable weakneſs, Paſſions, and Divi- 


 frons of the Clergy, will make Rulers think, that there 


is 2 Neceſſity ; that beſides the Civil Government, there 
ſhould*be fome-of their Own Office, to Rule the reſt, and 
to keep them in order, obedience, and Peace. 
48. Ambition and Cvetonſneſs, will abuſe this Munifi- 
cence of Princes: And whilſt that any Charch. Prefer- 


- ments are ſo Great (beyond the Degree of a meer encou- 


raging: Subliſtence) as to- be - a frong Bait to tempt the 
delires of a Proud and worldly Mind, the moff Proud and: 
worldly. 


petite Gogh wlefs,! __ theirs Rettrulnr; ueh 2 

50. 'T \they” that Have the © 
Cherch-gratdure und PreferMenty, and Ute 
ers, are likeſt to find. | - 

51. Therefore” the Lovers of wealrh und Honour, ' ate 
likeft ſtill 'to'be Lords 2 rhe Clergy ; except in 
ſuch marvellous happy 
ces, | Call the miore worthy thit feek rf not, and .rejet# 
theſe thirfty ſeekers. 

52. The greateſt Lovers of worldly wealth md "rH, 
are the wort Men, x Joh. 2. 15. Jatn. 4. 4 "0 

KG. Therefore, except in ſuch times as aforeſaid 


Men will be” ſtill the Rich and bacrtp eh ig py 
oh qe moſt part, ' or ar leaſt, the worldy that are . 


54- Theſe _ Minds ave ny anfoal, 
wot be Subjett to 5. Law. Anil the rendſbig the wi 
is Enmity to God. And the' Honor, and Ts of chefs 
Worldly Men, wilt be taken by them for their /nrereft.; 
And they will ſet themſves to defend it, againſt all thai 
would endanger it. | 

55- The DoQtrine and PraQtife of Harnility,, Mortif, 
cation, Contempt- of the World, forfakinp- all, takin; 
up the Croſs, &c. is fo'much of the Chiriftizn igt- 
on, that however the worldly Clergy may formath Preach 
it ; their Minds and 7nterefts are at Enmity to it. _ 

'56 - Such Men will make Charch- Canons according to 
n— Intereſts nd Minds. 


thew #iricreſf and Mind: NOW Sound, 


Tirhes, when /c and Pjons Prin-, . 


ni 1s God, and can. | 
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who is Erroncour 48h is Honefh mad whois Bedy who * 
is Worthy of Favoar,” and; who: is; Worthy of all the 
Repraches that can be deviſed againſt him? a 

53.. The Humble, :fi:d Miniſters, and People, that 
are ſeriouſly the Servants ofa Crucificd: Chrift.; and place 
their hopes, and portion in! another /World;: have a» ho- 
ly Diſpoſirion, contrary to this worldly Carpal. Mind; And 
their Manner of Preaching, will be of a different Relifh, 
and the Tenour of their Lives, -of a contrary Courſe. 

59. The generality, of the be People|'1n the: Chriſti- 
an Churches, will perceive the Diff reve between the 
worldly, and the Heavenly manner of Preaching, and of 
Living, and will Love and Honour the Later, far a- 
bore the former ; becauſe their zew Natvre ſuiteth with 
things Spiritual, and firteth them, to reliſh them. 

60. The wor# of Yicious and worldly Men, will diſ- 
reliſh the Spiritual manner of Preaching and Living, and 
will joyn with the worldly Clergy againſt it. 

61. The worldly Clergy being Hypocrtites, as to Chriſti- 
anity-and Godlin ſs (like Judas that loved the bag,. bet- 
ter than Chriit) They will make themſelves a Religions 
conſiſting of the. meer Corps, and Dead Imaze of the True 
Relizion ; of ſet words, and Adttions, and Formalities, and 
Orders, which in themſelves are (many, at leaſt, if not 
all) good ;, but the Life they will not endure. 

62. This 1maze of True Religipn or Corps of Godlineſs, 
they will dreſs up with many. additional Flowers out 
of theur own bt ſome Tolerable, and ſome Corrup- 
tinz : That ſo they may have ſomething which- both 


their own Conſciexces, and the world, ma take to be. 


Honourable Religion ; leſt Known. Ungodlineſs ſhould Ter- 

rify Conſcience within, and ſhame them in the world 

without. - A i | 

* 63. This image of Religion {o dreſt. up, will ſuit "_ 
Carn 
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much more-£ ike the. Leathſs ome. whe of Orang: (or: be. 
leſneſs) in ok Religion, 

65. ' Theſe: differences of Mind and Pradiiſe, - will Em 
gage both Parties in ſome kind | of Oppoſition - to each 
other. The Worldly Clergy or Hipbcrites, will have Heart- 
rilings againſt the Miniſters and People that think mean- 

ly 0 i them, and will, rake it for rheir Tntereſt-to bring 
EE down. For -Enmity is hardly reſtrained from Ex- 
erciſle- And Cain will be Wrath, that Abels Sacrifice - 
is better accepted than his own. -.. 

66. The better Miniſters, will be apt through Paſfon, 
to ſpeak too diſhonourably of -the other: And the /2afb; © 
and younger ſort, and the Heretical Hypocrites-thar fall _ 
in with them, will take it for part of a: Godly Zeal to 
ſpeak a ainſt chem to the. People, in- ſuch Words As.- 
© Chriſt uled of the Scribes and Phariſees. 4 ah 

67. Hereupon the Exaſperations' of each Party, will 
be increaſed -more'and more ; And the ' Powerful Worldly 
Clergy, will think it their Intereſt, to deviſe. ſome new ' 
- Impolitions, which they know the other cannor- Vield. 
to, to work them out. | 
- 68. Whether they: be: 0aths,  Shbltniptions Wards, or 

Ations; which they-believeto be-ug a4infl Gods Word, the 
Spiritual, and Upright part of the Clergy and People, © 
will not perform- them ; reſolving. to obey. God, rather 
_ gr tl the World! ill take. th 3 

. 69. Hereupon--the Werldly part will take their adran-. 1 
tage, andcaikthem- Difebediamt, Stabbornt, Proud, Sy hap: © 
tical, Self opinioged, diſturbers of the publick; Peace" A 
apr Pefllem: fellows, and movers of Sedition. among the "_ 
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. them to ſuch $»fferings, as Men really Guilty of 
Crimes deſerve. : vs 


'70. And becauſe the ſuffering, and diflenting party 
.of Miniſters, when ſilenced will leave many Vacancies in 
the Churches they will be fain to fill them with men, 
how Empty and Unworthy ſoever, that are of their own 
Spirit, and will be true to their Intereſts. 

71. The Exaſperation of their Sufterings, will make 


many, otherwiſe ſober Miniſters too impatient, and to: 


give their Tongues leave to take down the Honour of 


-the Clergy, whom they ſuffer by more than beſeemeth 
men of Humility, Charity, and Patience. 


72. When the Peopſe, that moſt eſteem their Faith- 


ful Miniſters, are deprived of their Labours, by the Pro- 


-hibitions of the reſt, and rhemſelves atfo Afifted with 


them; itwill ſtir up in them an inordinate, unwarrants- 
ble, paſſionate Zeal ; which will corrupt their very Pray- 
ers, and make rhem ſpeak unfeemly things, and Pray 


for the .downfal of that Clergy, which they take to be - 


:the Enemies of Ged, and Godlineſs. And they will think 


that to ſpeak eaſily or Charitably of ſuch Men, as dare 
forbid Cbrifis Miniſters to Preach his Goſpel, and by 
"Notorious Sacriledsge, Alienate the Perſons, and Gifts 
that were Conſecrated ſolemnly to Ged; is but to be 
Luke-warm, and indifferent between God and the 
Devil. | ] | 
73. And when they take them as Enemies to Relig 
on, and to themſelves, the younger and raſher forr of Mi- 
Nifters : but much wore the people, will grow inoa Spipt- 
tion of all that they ſee their AMiQers ſtand for: They 
vill diſlike not only their Faalrs; bur many harmleſs 
#5ings, yea many landsble cafomes which they ule; _ 
| . S w3 
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will grow. into” ſome Superſtition in Oppoſitionto them. © 
making mew '$i»s in the manner of Worſhip, which+ _:: 
God never forbad or made to be ſins; and taking up. * 
new Duties,which God never made Duties; yea ready to for-- 
forfake ſome old & wholeſome De&rines; becauſe their Af- 
fltersown them, and totake-up ſome new #»ſound Doc- 
irines, and Expoſitions of Geds Word'; becauſe they are 
inclined by Opinion, and Paſſlon conjoyned, to goas'fer as- 
may [be from ſuch Men, whom: they think {6 bad of. 

74. And the vulgar People that have bur little ſenſe of ©. 
Religion (that are not by the foreſaid 1nteref, Unired to> 
the Affiffing Clergy) having a Reverence to- the worth - 
of thoſe that are 4ffli#ed, and an Experience of theraw- 
neſs, and differing lives of many thar poſſes their Rooms,- 
will gow to Compeſſonate the AfiiZed, and to think; 
that they are injured themſelves, and fo to think hardly: 
of the cauſers of - this. falClerg os G heir id 

75. Hereupon the Powerfu y, will Increaſe their © 7 
Accuſations againſt the Party that is againſt rhem, and+  * 
Declare to the World in Print and Pulpits, their igno-+ © 
rance, unpeaceableneſs, unrulineſs,  giddinefs, falſe opt 
nions, Mcks about rhe manner of Worſhip, and 
how unſufferable a fort of Men they are: #6 4018 Sas 3 

76. By this time the Devil will have done- the Ra- 
dical] part of his Work; which is #0 Deffroy much- of 
Chriftian Love to one another, and make them take each : 
other for- #»lovely odions Perſons : The one part, for Per- 

cecnting Fnemies of Godlinefs, and Hypecrites, and Phar]. 

ſees : The other for prviſh, ſeditiovs, 1arbulent, unraly 
Sefaries. And on theſe ſupoſitions, all their after Cha "3 
raters, affetions and practiſes towards each other will © ® 

77. By this Enmity and Oppoſition againſt each other, 
both: Parties will increaſe in Wrath, and ſomewhere in +. - * 
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Numbers. The. WFor{dly 4fiidting Clergy will multipl 
not only ſuch as are 4:{sfe#ed.to them, but Fear 
Fandticks, and Seitaries that will run as far from them 
as they can, into contrary Fxtreams. For. when they 
are once brought into a diltaſt of the 0'd Hive, 'the Bees 
will hardly gather into one new one; but will divide 
into ſeveral Swarms and Hives. .. As every Mans Zeal is 
more againlt the Afi:dting party.; fo he will go further 
from them: - Some to be Separatiſts, ſome Arabaptiſls. 
{ome Antinemians, ſome Seekers, fome Quakers, and 
ſome to they know not what themſelves. + 
78. For the Womer. and Apprentices, | and; Novices. jn 
Chriſtianity, that have more Paſſioa than Judgment, 
will abundance'of them quite over-run, even rheir owa 
Afiidted Teachers, and will forſake them, if they will not 
over-run their ovn Judgments, 1n forſaking thoſe that do 
79. And many Hypocrites that have no ſound -Re- 
Jigion ; .but [gnorance, Pride, and U 1c2aritableneſs, wHl 
thruſt in among them, in theſe diſcontents; 'or ſpring 
up in the Nurceries of theſe Bryers of Paſſion, and will 
bring in New DoQtines, and New ways of Worſhip, 
and make themſelves Preachers, and the Heads of Sets; 
By Reaſon of whom, the way of Truth ſhall be Evil 
ſpoken of. | 
80. And many unſtable Perſons ſeeing this, will dread 
and loath ſo giddy a ſort of men, and will turn Pap:fts, 
upon the per{waſions of them that tell them, that there 


s no true Unity nor Conliitency, but at Rewe;: and that . 


all muſt thus turn. giddy at laſt, rhat are not fixed in 
the Papal Head. And thus they that fly rvo far from 
the Common Prayer Rook, will drive men to the Maſs, 
and the -fuders will make SetFaries, and the SedFaries 
will make Papi#ts. __ = | 
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Paſſions, Diſtempers, and Uncharitable diſaffeAions to 
themſelves, and have alſo been the great Cauſe of mul- 
tiplyed Hereſies, and Sets by the ſame means, inſtead 
of being Humbled and Penitenrt for their Sin, they will 
be hardened, and juſtify all their violences, by the gid- 
dineſs and miſcarriages of thoſe SeQtaries, whiich they 
themſelves have made. 

82. And when they publiſh the faults of ſuch, for 
'the juſtification of their own violence, they will draw 
Thouſands into an Approbation of their Courſes, (to think 
that ſuch a turbulent people can never be too hardly called or 
uſed) and Conſequently intoa participation of their Guilt. 

$3. By all this, the Diſſenters will be ſtill more A- 
lienated from them ;- and many will aggravate the Crime 
of the A1zniſters that Conform to their Impoſitions, and 
obey them ; And for the ſake of a few that Afﬀii# them, 
they will Condemn many Laudable Conforming Mini- 
ſters, that never conſented to it; but could heartily wiſh, 
that it were otherwiſe. | 

84. And the younger, and indiſcreeter paſſionate ſore, 
will frequently reproach ſuch, as «nconſionable temporizers, 
that will do any thing for Worldly Ends, that as 
Hypocrites for a Fleſhiy Intereſt, concur with the Cor- 
Tupters, and Afﬀfiiters of the Godly. | 

$5. Theſe cenſares and reproaches, will provoke thoſe 
Confor ming Miniſters, who are not maſters of their po 
ons, nor Conquerors of their Pride, to think as bad of 
the Cenſurers, as their 4flifers do, and to joyn with 
them inthe diſplaying of all rheir Enormaries, promo- 
ting their further Sufferings, and publiſhing the folly and 

leacy of their Spirits, with Spleen and ality. 

86. By theſe kind of*Specches, Poe and Writ 
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$1. When the: Yiolexr: Clergy, inſtead of a Fatherly 2 
Government of the Flocks, have driven rhe People into © _ 
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ings, Multitndes of the Debaucht will behardened in their 
Sin againſt all Religion: For when they obſerve that it 
is the {ame party of Men,- who are thus Reproached, that 


are the ſtricteſt reprovers of their Lewdneſs, / their 


- Ceremonious Phila 


Fornications, Tipling, Gaming, Luxuries, and Ungodli- 
neſs; they will think that it's no great matter, what 
ſuch_'a defamed giddy ſort of People fay, and that re- 
ally they are worle themſelves. . 
87. Each party of theſe Adverſaries, will CharaQe- 
rize the adverle Party as Hypocrites: The Paſſionate Srf- 
ferers, will call the Aﬀiiders, | Hypoerites and Phariſees, 
that have no Religion, bur a formal ſhew of outſide Ce- 
Temonies and Words, and that Tythe, Mint, and Cum- 
min, and waſh the outlide, while within, they are full 
of Perſecuting Cruelty, and are Wolves in Sheeps Cloa. 
thing, loving the. « <crmmggy Seats, and great Titles, and 
tertes, . whitſt they are Enemies to 
the Preaching of the Goſpel 'of Chrift, and get Reve- 


| nues to themſelves, and devour not only. the Houſes, 


but the Peace, and Lives of others, under pretence of 
long Liturgics ; and that devour the living Saints, while 
they keep Holy-days,” and build Monuments for the 
dead ones, whom their Fathers Murdered, &c ] And 
the Powerful: Clergy, will call the others Hypocrites, and 
jabour to ſhew that the Phariſees CharaQer belongeth 
to them, and that their -pretences of {tritnefs in Reli- 


ion, and their long Praying and Preaching, is but a 


Cloak to cover their Diſobedience, and Covetouſneſs, 
and ſecret Sins; and. that their Hearts, and inſide, is 
as bad as others, ard that their Fervency in Devotion, 
is but an Hypocritical, AﬀeCted, Whining, and Can- 
ting; and that they are'worſe, than the leffer Religious 
fort of People; becauſe they are more Unpeaceable, and. 
Diſobedient, and add Hypocriſy to their Sin. | 
88. The 
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Countrys moſt contraditted in their way, by this ftric: 7 


ter ſort 'of Meny and hearing them in Pulpit, and Preſs 
ſo: brandid for Hypocrites, will joyfully unite themſelves - =! 
with the Cenſurers; and ſo they wijl make ap as one Pay- 
ty, in crying down» the' Preciſe Hypocrites ; and uſually 
make fome Name to call them by, as their brand of com- 
. mon Ignominy : And they will Iive the more quietly in all 
their. Sins, and think they ſhall be Saved, as ſoon as the 
Preciſeſt, that make more ſhew, but have. no more Sin- 
cerity, but more Hypocriſy than themſelves. 

89. The Suffering Party, ſeeing the Ungodly, and the 
Conforming Aﬀiitters of them thus United, and made one 
Party in Oppolition to them, will increaſe their hard 
thoughts of the adverſe Clergy, and take them for down-. 
right Prophane, 'and the leading Enemies of Godlineſs inthe 
World, that»-will be Captains m the Devils Army, and 
Lead*on all the -moft Ungodly, againſt ſerious Godlinefſs, 
for their Wordly Ends. _ 

90. And the young and indifferent ſort of People in 
all Countrys, that were engaged in neither part, bein 
but ſtrangers to Religion, and to the differences, wil 
be ready to judge of the Cauſe by the Perſons; and 
ſeeing ſo many of the Dignified Advanced Clergy, and the 
more ſenſual ſort of the People on oxe fide, and fo ma- 
ny Men of #ri& lives on the other, that ſuffer. alfo for 
their Religion, and hearing too that it is ſome Name of 
Preciſeneſs, that they are Reproached by, will think them 
to be the better ſide; And fy the title of the God%z will 
grow. by degrees, to. be almoſt Appropriated to- their 
Party, and the Tie of Prophane and Perſecuters'to the 
other. 26 KEE Sadr] 
91. All this while the Nonconformins Miniſters, will 
: | no be 
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be: fomewhat differently affe&ted, according to the dif- 


Ry ron of their Judicioufnels, Experience, and Self- 
enyal. | 
il of them will think theſe Paſhons of the People 
needful, to check the Fierceneſs of the AMiQters (which 
doth. but Exaſperate it); And therefore, will .let them 
alone, though they wi:l not encotirage them. 

Some of the younger or more injudicious hot-brain'd ſort 


will put them on, and make them believe, that all Com- . 


munioa with any Conforming Miniſters or their Pariſh- 
Churches is. «z/awfu/,, and their forms of Worſhip, are 
Sinful and Anti-chriitian; and that they are all Tempo- 
TiZers,. and Betrayers of Truth, and Purity, that Commu- 
nicate or. Aſſemble with them. * - | 
The judicious, and experienced, and moſt patiext{ and 
[elf-denying fort, will themſelves abſtain from. all that is 
Sin; and as far as it is in their choice and: power, 'wilkt 
joyn with the Churches, that Worſhip God moſt agree- 
ably to his Word and Will.; But fo, as that they will 
not be loud in their Complaints, nor | buſy to. draw: 
Men-to their Opinions in Controvertible| Points, nor will 
 wnchurch. and condemn all the Churches that have ſome- 
thigg which they diſlike as Sinful; nor will Rexounce the 
Communion of all faulry Churches, leſt they Renounce the: 
Communion of.all inthe World, and Teach all others to 
Renounce. theirs: But they will  /ometimes Communicate 
with the more. faulty Churches, to ſbew that they anchurchs 
thers-not ({o they be not forced in 1t to any Sin); Though: 
uſually they will prefer the pure: yea, ordinarily they 
will joyn with the more faulty, when they can have 5 
better, or when the publike good requireth it. They will 
never prefer the Intcreſt 'of their Nonconforming Party, 


before the Intereſt of Chriſtianity, or the Publike good :: 


They Wilt {o- defend leſſer Truths,. as Not to neplect Or 


diſ-. 
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will ſo preſerve their . own /»nocency, as, not. to. ſtir up o-- 


will Labour to «lay the paſſions of the people, and to re-- © 
buke* their zenſorious, and too ſharp Languaze, and to keep - © | 
up all de Charity, to thoſe by whom they Suffer; but - 3? 
eſpecially Loyalty to their Kings and Rulers, . and: Peace- 
ableneſs as to their Countrys: They will teach them to-- 
diſtinguiſh between. the Cr=cl that are Maſters of the 
Game, and all the reſt that have »o hand init; and at 
leaſt not. to ſeparate from all the reſt, for . the ſake.of a 
few: If they. will go as far as Martin (in Swpitius Seves - 
rus) to avoid all Communion with /thacius : and Tdaciws, 
and the Councils of Biſhops, that Proſecuted the Pri- 
ſcillaniſts, to the ſcandal of Godlineſs it ſelf; yet not for 
their ſakes to avoid. all others, that never conſented to - 
it: nor with Gi/das, to ſay of all the bad Miniſters, thas . 
he was not Eximius Chriſtianns that would call them Mini- 
fters, or Paſtors, rather than Trators, They- will per- - 
ſwade the People to diſcern between Good and Evil, and 
not to run into Extreams, nor to diflike al that their Af- 
flicters hold or «ſe ; nor to call things /awful, by the 
name of Sin, and Arti-chriſtianity, nor to ſuffer their Paſ- 3 
fions to blind their Judgments, to make ſuperſtitiouſly -. 
New Sin and Duties, in oppoſition to their Adverſaries: 4 
Nor to diſgrace their Underſtandings and the Truth, by 
Errours, FaCtions, Revilings, or Miſcarriages; nor torun + 
into Sets, nor to divide Chriſts Houſe and Kingdom, - 
while they pretend to be his Zealous Servants: They 
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* - will perſ\vade'the' People* to Patience, and Moderation, 


and Peace, and*ro Sprak Evil of no Man, nor by Word or 
Deed, to Revence themſeiwes;, Much leſs to reſiſt the Ay: 
thority that is ſet over them by Go; but to imitate their 
Saviour, and quietly Suffer, and being reviled nor to re- 
vile again; but to Love their Enemies, and Bleſs their 
Curlers. Rn oh | 

92. The ſoberer lort of the People, will be Ruled by theſe 
Counſels, and wilt do much to quiet the reſt. © Burt the 
Heretical part with their own Paſſions, will Exafperate 
many Novices and Injudicious Pertons," to account this 
Courſe and Counſel aforeſaid, to be but the <ffe&t of 
Lnke-warmneſs, and Carnal Compliance with Sin, and a 
halring berween two Opinions, and a Participation in 
the Sin of Perſecutors, and Malignant Enemies of God- 
lineſs: And they will believe that whoever joyneth with 
the Pariſh Churches, in their way, 1s guilty of Encoura- 
ging them in Sin, and of falſe Worſhip. 

93. Hereupon they will defame the Nox conforming 
Miniſters laft deſcribed, as Men of no Zeal, neither Fleſh 
nor Fiſh ; and perhaps, as Men that would Save their 
Skin, and ſhift themſelves out of Sufferings, and betray 
the Truth. And when ſuch Miniſters, acquaint them 
with their unſound Principles and Paſſions, they will 
fay of them, that they, ſpeak b:trerly of the Godly, and 


Joyn with the Perſecutors in reproaching them, 


94. And they will carry about among themſelves, ma- 
ny falſe Reports.and Standers. againft them ; Partly becauſe 
Paſſion taketh of Charity, and Tenderneſfs of Conſci- 
ence; and partly becanſe_an Opinionatrve Modal, and 
Siding Reliziouſne(s, hath ever more Followers, and a quicker 
Zeal, than true Holineſs, And partly becauſe they will 
think that kymane coxw*yſe obligeth them to belreve the 
Reports, which thoſe that are accounted good Men utter ; 


And 
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holding' of theit;Cauſe: (which they 'think'is Gods) dorh | 
need the Suppreſſion of ' theſe Mens' Credit, 'and/Repura- 
tion that are againſt it. Aoft4 as; SIG 
95: | Bur the- greater part: of the honeſt Non-confor- 
miſt Miniſters, wilt diſtike the headineſs, and'raſhnefs 
of the. Novices, an. the SeQtaries; and will approve of 
the aforefaid moderate ' Wayes. But their opportunities,. 
and diſpolitions of Expreſſing it, will be various. Some 
of them will do it freely, whatever be thought of it ; 
And ſome of them that have impatient Auditors, will 
think that it is no duty to attempt that which will not- 
be endured, and that it is better to do what good they. 
can, than none. And ſome will think, that ſeeing the - 
Worldly Clergy forbid them to Preach the Goſpel of Sal- 
vation, they are not bound to keep up any of zheiri Repu- 
zation or Intereſt, as long as they have: themſelves no 
hand in the Extreams, and Paſſions: of the Peoples! And 
ſome' that have Wives and Children, and nothing”bur 
the Peoples Charity to find them Food and Rayment; 
being turned, out of all -publike Maintenance by rheir - 
AMitters, and Profecuted: ſtill with continued violence; - 
will think that it is not their:duty, to beg their Bread 
from door to door; nor to turn their Families 'to be 
kept on the Almes of the Pariſh, by loſing: the AﬀeRi- 
on of thoſe People, whole Charity only they*can expe&t 
Relief from: And therefore, they will think that Ne- 
ceffity, and Preſervation of their Families Liyes » and 
Health, will bettef excuſe their lence, when they De-: 
fend not thoſe that would Deſtroy them, again(t the 
. overmuch Oppoſition of the People; than the Command * 
of their AﬀMiCters will excuſe-their filence, if they neg-- 
Ie& to Preach the ChriF1an Faith, And ſome will think; thar 
finding thernſelves hated, and 4untcd by one party; if they ' _ 
| e- 3 
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loſe: the AﬀeRion of the otty all; they-ſhall have none 
to. do their Office with, nor (to do-4#) good toy and that 
they ſhall bur leave the People whom'they diſpleaſe, to 


follow thoſe paſſionate Leaders, . that wilt tempt chem 


to 'more dangerous Extremities, againſt the Peace of 
Chriſtian Societies. > 52 ID | 

But the moſt judicious and reſolved Miniſters, that 
Live not on the Favour or Maintenanee of the People, 
or are quite above all Worltdly Intereſt, will behave 
themſelves wi/cly, moderately, and yet reſolvedly; and will 
do nothiog, that ſhall diſtaſte ſober and wiſe Men, nor 


yet deſpiſe the Syuls of the moſt Impotent or Indiſcreet ; 


but by .folid Principles, endeavaur to build them upon 
ſolid Grounds; "3 to uſe them with the Tenderneſs, 
as Nurſes ſhould do their &ying Children. But yer they 
will not cheriſh their Sin, under the Pretence of profit- 
ing their Souls ; nor by Silence, be guilty of their Blood ; 
nor ſo much as connive at thoſe dangerous Extreams, 
that ſeem to ſerve ſome preſent Exigence and Jobb: but 
threaten future Ruine to the Churches, and Diſhonour tothe 
Chriſtian Cauſe. And therefore, they reſolve not to neg- 
Je& the Duties of Charity, to the Bittereſt of their Per- 
ſecutors: And the. rather, becauſe that it will prove in 
the end, a Charity to the Church, and to the Souls of 
the Paſſionate, whoſe Charity they labour to keep alive. 
And Silence at Sin, is contrary to their Truſt and Office : 
And they will not be Guilty of that Carnal Wiſdom, 


which would do Evil, that Good may come by it ; "of 


that dare not ſeek to cure the Principles of Uncharitable- - 
neſs, Diviſions, or Extremities in the People, for fear of 
loſing Advantages of doing. them Good; or that dare 
not diſown unlawful Schiſms and"Separations, for fear of 
ercourazing thoſe Malignants, that call lawful PraQtices 
by that Name. They will do God's Work (though with 

; Pru- 
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Lives, which afe ex 
the Cainites of the World: but alſy os Ou tug 
and Words, and Favour of the Religious ſort of People, ©: 
yea, and Paſtors too. And they will look more e0 the E. 
Intereft of the hole Church, than of a Nazeow Party; © 
and of Pofterity, thart of the Preſent Time: As knowitng, 
that ar long-running, its only T7»th that will ſtand up- 
per-moſt « whett MHaliznant Viokente, and Setiaritn Þ _ 
ons, are both run out of Breath. And therefore, in Sim-. 3 
plicity, and Godly Sineerity, they will have their Con- © 2 
verſations in the World ; and not in Fleſhly Wiſom, 
or Selfiſh-blinding- Paſſions, of FaRtions. Let afl Men uſe 
them how they will, or judge or call them whar they = 
will ; they will not therefore be falſe to God, and. 4 b 
their Co ciences. And ſeeing it is their Offce to Govern _ : 
and Teach the People, they will not be Governed by the _ .. 
Favour of the molt Cenfrious,” Tenant, or Proud: bu = 
will Guide them as Faithfill Teachers, till they are de- 
ferted by them, and diſabled. But the Sober, Antient, © 
Wiſe, and Experienced, will atwayes cleave to them, 
and forſake the Giddy and SeQtarian way. "? 2: 
96. In the Heat of theſe Extremities, the moſt Peace» _ 
able and fober Part, both of the Conformi _ ow = 
conformiſts, will be in beft Efteen with the Wo. 
ber People ; but in the greateſt Sereight, Sith rok = 
the Fxtreams. © + oO 
" 97. Bog =þ ſm Peaceable Conformiſts, wil F the » 
Love of the Sober y their Holy Dot#rine atid Emvesr: Bur 7 
hey: WY: pes by tlie e mts, —_—_ ay a; 
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ſecuring Clergy, as leaning to. the: 


| ing them by. their Fay Jar ;- becat auſe 
in all their Parithes, more- love. and. 


98. Hereupon theſe Conformiſis being taken. for the 
chief Upholders of the. Non-conformifts, will be under con- 
tinual Jealouſies, ang Rebukes. And perhaps, new Points . 
of Conformity ſhall be deviſed, to be impoſed on them, 
which it is known, their Conſciences are againſt ; chat 
ſo they may be forced alſo to be Non-conformiits : Becauſe 
Secret Enemies are more. dangerous, than Open Foes. 

99. Theſe Corformifts being thus. troubled, _ will ſeel 
alſo the ftirring of Paſſion in themſelves ; and by the 
Injury, will be tempted to think more hardly of their 
AfMiters, than before : And ſo will Part of them, turn 
down-right Noz-conformiſts ; and the other Part will live 
in Diſpleaſure, till they ſee an Opportunity to ſhew it.. 
And theſe are the likeſt to croſs and weaken the 1orld- 
ly, Perſecuting Clergy, of any Men. 

100. And as for the Moderate Nonconformiſts, that un- 
derſtand what they do, and- why, and ſeek the Reconciling 
of all Diſſenters ; they will alſo be Loved and: Honour- 
ed by the Sober, Grave, and "2 rg Chriſtians : 
But both Extreams wilt be againſt them. The. Se&aries 
will ay, as before, That they are Luke:warm, and Car- 
nal, Selþ{h, Complying- Men : The proud impoſing-Clergy: 
will ſay, That it is they that have drawn the People in-. 
to-theſe' Extreams; and then complain of them, that 


. they cannot Rule them. - And they wall tell them, *Thar- 


till they Conform themſelves, thew Moderation doth. but. 
: ſtrengthen. . 


concilers, will: b AS; the Wedge _—_ is'p 

Sides, in the. Cleft. of Charebe Dian And. 2 
liketh them, becauſe they are: not given. up to Ig 
ous Paſſions, or Intereſt of Either.. -: : 

101. Only thoſe will, in all theſe Extremities. — 
viſions, keep their lotegrity ; ; who are, 1. Wiſe. 3: Hae * 
ble and Selt-denying. 3. Charitable, and principled with - 
a Spirit of Love. 4. And do take the Favour. of God, 
and Heaven alone, for their Hope and- Portion, what- 
ever becometh of them in the World. But the WORLD- 
LY Perſecuting, and the SECT ARIAN. Party, Be be 
both conſtituted by theſe Contrary Principles ; oF 
rance and Error. 2. Pride of their own Underiandings: 
every one thinking, that all are Intollerable, that.are not _ 
of their Mind and Way. 3. Uncharitablenels, Malice, or 
want-of Love to others, .as to themſelves. 4, And over- - 
age their Worldly* Accommodations, Honours, and B- . 

tes 

102, Hereupon the Infruments of 4 Fooli fb. Shepherd, 
will ſtill be iy; to the greater SER of the -Flouks. 
And becauſe none are fo able to Diſpute againſt them, 
as the. Hoderare ; therefore they witl be taken for their 
moſt dangerous Adverſaries : And when they are great- 
| ty inclinedto the Healing of theſe Wounds, the Yiolext and - 
 Lurdly will not ſuffer them; but will pour Ol upon the 2? 
Flames, which . Moderate Men would quencNe: "And. (as - 
if they were Blindfolding and Scourging Chrift again) : 3 
they will follow the People wich afliſiing Wounds ; - 
then arp the Moderate Minors , with their Diſcon-. - 
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rents; and charge” them, | to reduce them to Peace and” 
Conformity. And if they cannot pet them to Love and 
Honour thoſe that are ſtill Scourging them with Scor- 
pions, the Scourgers will lay the Blame on theſe Minifters ; 
and fay, It is all long of them, that the People love not 
thoſe that Wound them. And they that cry our moſt 
for Peace, will not endure it; nor give the Peace-makers 
leave to do any thing, that will accompliſh it : nor will 
keep the Spry out of the Peoples Sides, whilft they look 
that others ({pur'd more Sharply).ſhould hold the Reins : 
which yet, at the ſame. time, they take out of their 
Hands, and forbid them to hold, by forbidding them: to 
Preach the Goſpel. So that, it will be the Sum of their 
ExpeRations, [Perform not the Office of Paitors, nor Preach 
the Goſpel of Peace and Fiety to the People, any more: But 
yet, without Preaching to them, ſee that you Teach them all 
to Love and Honour us, while we Silence you, and Aﬀtitt them . 
or elſe we will account you Intollerable, Seditious Schiſmaticks, 
and uſe you as ſuch. 

103. In ſome Kingdomes or Countries, it will be 
thought, that the People will be brought to no Obedi- 
ence to the Lordly 'Paſtors, till their moſt able or mode- 
rate Miniſters, are kept from them, by Baniſhment, Im- 
priſonment, or Confinement: Which wilt accordingly 
be” done. : HE 

1104. When the Miniſters are Baniſhed or Removed, 
that reſtrained the Peoples Paſſions, the People will make 
Preachers of themſelves; even ſuch as are fuited to their 
Minds. - 

105. Where Papiits or Hereticks are ſhut out by Laws, 
they will ſecretly contribute the utmoſt of their Endea- 
-vours, to make the Sufferings of Diſſenting Proteſtants, as* 
grievous as poſſibly they+can.; that in deſpite of them, 
238 bs Ws their 
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- their own Neceffities may compel: themj to ery out for 
Liberty ;. till they procured a common Tolleration for all, 
and opened the 

as for Themſelves. 
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oor for Papi#s and Hereticks, as well 


104. Surely, Oppreſſion will. make wiſe Men Mad, Ec- | 


cleſ. 7. 7. | 
on "Mad Men will ſpeak Madly, and do Madh.'.. 
108. They that ſpeak and do madly, will be thought 

meeteſt for Bedlam, and for Chains. 
109. When the 4Miniffers are Baniſhed or Removed; 

and the People left to their Paſſions, and their own- 


made- Guides and Teachers ;' paſſionate Women and 


Boyes, and unſetled Novices, will run into unwarran- 


table Words and Deeds; and wilt think thoſe Means - 


lawful, which ſeem to promiſe them Deliverance, though - 
they be ſuch as God forbiddeth. | | 


110. The Seditions and Miſcarriages of ſome Few will 
be imputed to the Innocent. F 


I11. For the fake of ſuch Miſcarriages, in ſome King- a 


domes, the Sword will be drawn againſt them, andthe - 


Blood of many will be ſhed. 
112. Hereupon the miſ-guided, 


Mainiftry that ſhould »oderate them, are like enough to 


think Rebellion, . and Reſiſting of Authority, a Lawful ' 
Means for their own Preſervation: And will plead the-- 


Law of Nature, and Necefſity, for their Juſtification. 
I1 

| be lefr among them, that would reſtrain rhem from un- 
lawful ways, and perſwade them to patient Suffering: 


they will be taken for complying berrayers of Religion, +: 


_ and of the Peoples Lives; that would have them tamely - 
Surrender their Throats to Butchery. - . 
I As © 


affionate Youth, be-- 
ing by the Proud Clergy, deprived of the Preſence of that 


Fa If any of the Sober, Wiſe, Experienced Paſtors 
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'As in -a Parentheſis, I will give. them ſome-inſtances 


EY 2 2-3 
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'for this Prognoſtick. 


1. The great Lord D# Pleſiis (one of. the moſt excel- 
lent Noble-Men' that ever the Earth Bore, that is known 


'to us by any Kiſtory) being againſt the holding of an 


Aſſembly of the Frexch Churches, againſt the Kings Pro- 
hibition, was rejected by the Aﬀlembly, as complying 


with the Courtiers, (becauſe they ſaid, the King had 


before promiſed, or granted them that Aſſembly): Bur 
the retuling of his Counſel, colt the Blood of many Thou- 
{and Proteitants; and the loſs of all their Garrifons, and 
Powers, and that lowneſs of the Proteſtant Intereſt there, 
that we ſee at this Day. | 
2. The great -Divine Peter De Moulin, was alſo a- 
ainſt the Rochelleys Proceedings againſt the Kings Prohi- 
Gilad (and ſo were ſome chief Proteſtant Nobles) : But 
he was rejeCted by his own party; who paid for it, by 
the Blood of Thouſands, and their ruin. | 
3. I lately Read of a King of Frazce, 'that hearing 
that the Proteſtants made Verſes and Paſquels againft 
the Maſs and Proceſſions of the Pap:i/ts, made a Rice 
Law to prohibit it: When they durſt not break that 
Law, their indiſcreet Zeal carried them to make certain ' 
ridiculous Piftures of the Maſſe-Priefts, and -the Proceſ- 
fions: which moderate Miniſters would have diſwaded 
them from, but were accounted Temporizers and Luke- 
warm: By which the King being exaſperated, ſhur up 
the Proteſtant Churches, took away their Liberties, and 
it. coſt many Thouſand Men their Lives. And the Que- 
{tion was, Whether God had Commanded ſuch Jears, 
and Scorns, and PiQures, to be made at ſo dear a rate, 
as the rooting out of the Churches, and Religion, and 
the Peoples Lives, 
| 4. Great 


7A "FE "D Z, F pl FE : 
' $ DO re 


+ 44 A « 
A, o Rc 3 on Opt E] ES We VET7 
TY 2p: Se og ir BE OT, bs OD SE I Tae 
x K f 427+ 9 RA he by 0 St AE 
15) "8. Fe 7 bo if 


' Worid) wasin Montabon. when it flood out in Armsagainit 


the King(accounted formerl yimpregnable.)He wasagainlt - 


their Reſiſtance, & perſwaded them to ſubmit. The People 
of his own Religion, reviled him as a Traytor: one of the 
Sou'diers threatned to run him Through: In a- Scottiſh 


Paſſi>n he unbuttoned his Doublet, and cryed, Feri mi- 


fer, Strike warlet, .or do thy worſt; And in the heat, ſtri- 
ving to get his own Goods out: of the City, fell into a 
Feavor and Dyed : The City was: taken, and the reft 
of the holds through the Kingdom after it, to the great 
fall of all the Proteſtants, and the loſs of many Thouſand 
Lives. | | £14, 


114. Where the Devil can bring differences to'extre- 
mities of Violence, the iſſues are not hard. to be conjec- 


turally fore-ſeen ; but are ſuch 'as my Prognoſticks ſhall : 
no further meddle with,. than to foretell you, that both 
{ides are preparing for the Increaſe of their fury and ex- -. 


tremities, and at laſt for Rrpentance, or. ruinous Calami-. 
ties, if they do, as I have deſcribed, | 
115. Carnal and diſcontented States-men, and Politi- 


ctans, Will. ſet in. on both ſides, to blow the Coals, and. 


draw on feuds for their own Ents, and head the diſcon-- 
tented People ro their Ruine. | 
115. But in thoſe Countrys, where the difference ne-' 


ver cometh to-ſych diſorders, : there wilt be a War bred; 
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and kept up in the Peoples Hearts, and Neighbours will. 


be againſt Neighbours, as Gze/phes and-Gibellines, 


117. When .Kinzdomes are thus weakened --by -intef-- 


tine diſcontents ; it will increaſe the Hopes and Plots of- 


forreign Enemies; and make them think that-one Party - 


+ 


(that Suffer). will be backward. to their.own ans aS* 
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t 
the Twrks 1n Hungary.) © | | 
118. It will be a great injury, and grief, and danger 
to Chriſtian Kings and States, to have their mon; en 
and Common-wealths thus weakened, and the Cordial 
Love, and Affiſtance of their Subje&s made ſo looſe and 
{o uncertain. | - 
119. And: it will be a continual vexation to Wiſe and 
Peaceable Princes, to Govern ſuch divided, diſcontented 


People ; But torule a Umited, Loving, Concordant, Peace- 


able People, will be their Delight and Joy. 
120. A WORLDLY, Covetous, Proud, Domineering, 


_ Malignant, Lazy Ci:rey, will in moſt Chriſtian Nations, 


be the great Plague of the World, and troublers of Prin- 
ces, and- Dividers of Churches; who, for the Intereſt of 
their Grandwure, and their- wills, wHl not give the Sober, 
and. Peaceable, and Godly Minifters; or People,. Leave 
to ſerve God'quietly, and Hive in Peace. And the /mpa- 


. rient, Self-conceited, Settarian Spirit, which like Gum-Pow- 


aer, takes Fire upon ſuch Injuries, 1s the fecondary divi- 
der of the Churches, and hinderer of Chriftian Love and 
Peace ; and by their mutual Enmity and abuſes, they will 
drive each other {o far into the Extremity of Averfati- 
on and Oppoſition, that they will but make each other 
Mad; and then like Mad-men, -7» and quarrel, while 
ſober Men ftand by and pirfy*them ; but can help nei- 
ther -the: one party, nor the other, nor preſerve their 

own, or the publike Peace. ' OY | 
121. The grand Endeavour of the Worldly Clergy, 
wiil be (in moſt Kingdoms of the World) to Engage Prin- 
ces on their ſide, aid to borrow their Sworth, to do their work 
with, againſt Gain-ſayers:": For they have no Co#fidence 
1A the Power of the Keys: bat will deſpiſe them fecretly in 
g  _ their 
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both Rulers and People believe, that all this Confufion 
is long of the Chrift/an Religion, and the ſtrift Principles. 
of the Sacred Scriptures ; and ſo to make Men caſt off 
all Religion, and rake Chriſtianity to be contrary to their 
Natural and Civil Intereſts. rs 
124.. And the Papiits will every where perſwade High 
and Low, that all this cometh by meddling ſo much 
with the Scriptures,and buſying the Common People with 
Religion ; and leaving every Man to be a DE Fudge 
of 'Trath and Duty, inſtead of truſting #»plicitely, -in the 
Judgment of their Church; And ſo they would tempt 
Princes, tamely to ſurrender half their Government: (that 
is, in all Matters of Religion) to the Pope ; and 'perſwade 
the People, to Reſign their Reaſon or Humanity to him :' 
(that He who is {o far of, may Rule it all over the 
- World, by his Miffiozers and Agents, who muſt live up- 
on the Prey) And then he: knoweth, that he ſhall have 
both Swords, and be the Univerſal King. © © 


125. To this end, they will ſtrive to make ſome Ru- 
ters as bad as they would have them, 'to do their Work, 
and to-make the reſt /hought worſe of than. they. are, 
that they may have a fair Pretenſe' for their Trea/ons 
and YHſrwrpatiops ; which was the Caſe'of all the writers, 
that ,plead for Pope Gregory: the ms ts againſt the Ger- 

| 20471 
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man Emperours; Who took that Advantage, to ſettle the 
Cardinals Power of Elections; and, in a Council at Rome, 
to declare the i to be above the. Emperour, and to Have 
Power to Depoſe him : And as bad was done in the Ge- 

 neral- Council, at Later. under 1»nocent the Third. Cas. 
*. 2> 

- 26. Concerning Prizxces, I ſhall give you no Progr 
flicks, but Chriff”'s ; That it wall be as hard for @ Rich Man 
to enter into Heaven, as for a Camel togo through a Needles 
Eye. And therefore, that you may know what Men the 
Rich will be, in moſt Countries of the World. 

127. And the Rich will be the Rulers of the World ; 
(and its meet, it ſhould be ſo: Not that Men ſhould 
Rule becauſe they are &ich, but that they that Rule 
ſhould be &ich ; and not expoſed to Conterapt, by a Vul- 
gar Garb and State.) 

123. But ſome Wiſe and Good Prixces and Magiſtrates, 
God Will raiſe up, to keep the Intereſt of Trath and Fu- 
ftice, from ſinking in Barbarouſneſs, and Diabolical wicked- 
Hts. | 

129. And where Princes and .Maziftrates are bad, they 
will /e/dom do fo much Hurt as Good, or prove very Cru- 
el, where the »wor/d!y or Corrupt Clergy, do not animate 
and inſtigate them : Their Reaſoz, their Intereſt, and 
their Experience, will lead them, by Man-like Uſage, to 

| ſeek the Peoples Love and Gere, and their King domes 
Unity and Streneth.. But Bloody Perlecutions (fuch as 
that of the waldea/cs, Piedmont lately, France, Irelawd, 
Queen 4tartes, &c.) are ordinarily the EffeQs of Clergy- 
intereit and Zeal. : EE 

x30. The Grand: Deſigne of the Devi, through the 
World, will be to Corrupt the Two great Ordizances of 
Cod, Magiftracy and Miniſtry; and turn them both ot 

g410{ 
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KISH EMPIRE and the PAPAL EY 
called by them, The Carholick- Church: ( Which Camy- 
panels, de Regno Dei, doth labour to prove, by all 
Propheſies hd by the Ailenarians, or SET 
Men, to be the True Univerſal Kingdom of Chrift 
which, by his Yicar the Pope, he ſhall Reign over all = | 
Kings and K Ing aomes of the Earth. ) - | 
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Progno ication © 


OF THE 
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That will be in- 


CHRISTENDOM, 


IN THE 


Golden Age, 


A"N-D- 


Time of True Reformation and Unity... 


' Ibo Yournls it is made part of-our Prayers, [Thy 
will be done on Earth, as it is in Heaven] and” 
[ we look for a New Heaven, . and. a New 
Earth, wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs] haps 

| their Opinion.-is not True, who-think | 
the Eerth ſhall ſtill grow liker and liker to Hel, till the 

general Conflagration turn it into Hell, and make” it 'the 

Proper. Seat of the . Dammed. Yet, . leſt this ſeals prove 


Trae, . 4 
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*7rue, 1 will place my Chiefeſt Hopes iz Heaven, remem- 
bring who faid, [Sell all, and follow me, and thou ſhalt 
have Treaſure in Heaven ,] (and not on Earth.) But /up- 
pcſing, that ever the Warld will come to Fall Reformati- 
oc» and Concord, (which I am uncertain of, but do not 
deſpair of) I proceed to my Prognoſticks of the way. 


2. God will ſtir up ſome happy Kinz, or Governour, in 
ſome Country of © hriſtexdome, endowed with Mi/dom 
and Cor ſideration ; who ſhall diſcern the true muture of 
G:alynejs and Chriffianity, and the Neceſſity and Excel- 
lency of /cr!0us Religion; and ſhall ſee what is the Cor- 
ruption and Hinderance of it, mn the VVorld: and ſhall 
Place his Howorr and Felicity 1n pleaſing God, and doing 
Gcod, and attaining ever/afting Happyneſs : and ſhall ſub- 
jeQ all worldly Reſpets, unto theſe high and glorious 
Ends. And ſhall know, that Wiſdom, and Godlyneſs, and 
Fuftice, leave the moſt precious Name on Earth, and pre- 
pare for the moſt Glorious Reward in Heaven: Jn com- 
pariſon of which, all feſb!y Pomp and Pleaſare, is Droſs 
and Dung, and worthy of nothing but Contempt. 


2. This Prince ſhall have a diſcerning Mind, to know 
wife Mew from Fooliſb, Gocd from Bad ; and among the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, to diſcern the Fudtiogs, Spiritual, Hea- 
venly, Sober, Charitable, and Peaceable ſort, from Self- 
ſeeking, worldly Men ; that make but a Trade of the Mi- 
niftry, and ftrive not ſo much for Heaven, and the Peo- 
ples Salvation, as they do for worldly Honours, Power, and 
wealth. And he ſhall diſcern how ſuch do trouble the 
Charches, and the world, and cauſe Diviſions, and ſtir 
wp Violence, for their own VVorldly Intereſts, and 
Ends. | ED FA 
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4. He will take the Councel neither of wor/d/zngs, inort 
true Faxaticks, and dividing Perſons; -but of the Zeary 
ed, Godly, Self-denying, Sober, Peaccable Divines ; with his + 
Grave and Reverend Senators, Fudges, and Counſellors; "that 
know- what is Reaſon and Fuitice, and what belongeth to - 
the Pablick Good, as well as to the true Intereft of the 


Church, and of Mens Souls. ; 4 


5. He will k»ow thoſe Men, whem he is concerned to 
uſe, and to judge of, as far as may be, by Perſonal Ac- 
quaintance and Obſerwation ; and not by the partial Re- - 
ports of Adver/ſaries, behind their Backs : And fo he will 
neither be deceived in his Inſtruments, nor diſappointed : 
by them. . R 


6. He will call one the wiſe,. peace-making Pey-" 
ſons; and with the ſtrifteſt Charge, commit to them + 
the Endeayours of Ong and Uniting the ſeveral 
Parties; by drawing their Difterences into the narroweſt - 
Compaſs, and ſtating them rightlier,. than paſſionate 3ex 
do; and by perſwading them to Love and Peace, and 
to all ſuch Abatements and Forbearances, as are neceſla-: 
ry. And his own prudent Over-ſight and Authority, 
(like- Conffantine's at Nice) will facilitate the Sucs - 
cels. . | 


7. He, and his People will enquire, what Terms of 3 
Concord are meet, not only for ſome One Corner or Coun- ©} 
fry, but for All the Chriſtian World, that when he hath * 2 
found it out, he and his Kingdom may be a Pattern to 
all. Chriſtendome, and the Spring and Lever of an Univer-” 
fl Concord of all true Chriſtians, | 


8. There- : 
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$8. Therefore, he will enquire of Yincenr. Lerinenſic, 
. Catholick Terms of Qupd 1. Ab omnibus, 2. Ubiq,. 3. Sem- 
per, receptum et. HR 
1. What all Chriſtians are agreed in, as Chriſtians, 
in the Eſſentials of their Religion. - 
2. What all Chriſtians did agree on, in the Apoſtles 
Time, which was the Time of greateſt £izhr, 
Love, and Purity. | 
3. VVhat all Chriſtians, in all Kingdoms of the 
VYorld, ſince then, to this day, in the midſt of 
all their other Differences, have been, and till 
are agreed in, as their Religion, 
For he will ſee, that there is: no , Boun of Agreeing 
the Diſagreeing VVorld, * (at leaſt, in many an Age) 
by changing Mens Fudgments from what they are; and 
bringing them all in Controverted Things, to the 
Mind of ſome Party ; nor to agree them on any Terms, 
in which they do not realy Agree. But that their Con- 
cord muſt be founded tn that, which they are deed all 
Agreed in: Leaving the Superflutties or Additions vf each 
Party, out of the Agreement. | 


9. The Peace-makers will then find, that Chriſtian 
Religion is conteined in Three Forms. by 

1. In'the Sacramental - Covenant with God the Father, 
Son, aud Holy-Gho#, as the briefeſt Formula. 

2. In the Creed, Lord's-Prayer, and Decalogue; as the. 
Summaries of the Credenda, Appetenda, and Ager.- 
da, Matters of Faith, will, (or Deſire) and Praflice, 
as the larger Form. | | 

3. In that Canon of Scripture, which all the Churches 
receive, as the large Form or Continent. 

And that he who 1s «aderitandinzly, 'a Sacramental-Co 
varter with God the Father, Son, and. Holy-Ghoſt, was eve 
taken 
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10g of the Creed, Lora - Prayer, and: Decklurie * was eve 
taken for a competent" Underſtanding of the NT 
Covenant; and more. And that: = that implicitely re-. 
ceiveth the commonly-received Canonical Scripture, 2s God's 

word (though he' underſtand no more than as followeth) 3 
and that- xphicitel underftandeth'the Creed, | Lord's-Prayer, - 3 
and Decalogwe,' and receiveth them, and ronſe neth'to the 2 
Sacramental-Covenant,' alwayes Was accounted, and is fill 2» 
to be accounted' a Chriſtian, On theſe Terms W 
the Peace-makers will reſolve to endeavour the Uniog, of 


the Churches. 


- 16, Therefore, they will pare off, and caſt away, (6s 
the greateſt Enemy to Unity) all thoſe unneceſſary Coz 
verſies, or Things do»biful, which Chriſtians (yea, or Di- 

vines) were never agreed in; and which never were the 

happy and ſucceſsful Means or Terms of any Extenfp 

Concord; and which 'have'Jong been tryed, $0-be. th 

great Occaſions of all the Scraples, and Contentions, | and Z 

viſions, and woful Conſequents in the Churches. © And'the 
will once more ſay, ctr SEEMETH GOOD. 'TOT IT} 

HOLY = GHOST, and to Us, TO LAY UBON''Y 

NO GREATER BURDEN, THAN THESE": , 

 SARY THINGS, AZ. 5. 28. ] All Chriſtians thall i 

general, receive the Canonical Scripture as God's * Word: | 

and more particularly, the Creed, Lord's- Prayer, and Decs- 
Rr A RCEnee of Neceſſaries ; and ſhall pi vi 

Underſtanding of it, their Conſens" torhe Sect 

eau} Covemde: and vow, and devote themſelves therein - 

to God,” And this ſhall be all the Title, a Mp 
G ceed- - oy 
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forced to ſhew, far their Viſible, Churgh-Communion. And 
though a higher Meaſure of the YUnderfanding of the ſame 
Principles and Rules, {hall be required in Teachers, than 
in the F/ock;, and accordingly, the Ordaizers ſhall wry 
their Underſftandings, together with their Urtrerance and 
Miniferial Readineſs of Parts: Yet ſhall the Teachers them- 
ſelves, be (ordinarily) forced to no other Subſcriptions, 
Profe//ions, or Oaths, ( beſides their c:vil Allegiance) than 
to Aſſent and Conſent to all afore-laid; and to promiſe Mi- 
niſterial Fidelity in their Places, All Councils, called Ge- 
neral or Provincial, Canons, Decretals, Articles, Formuld's, 
Rubricks, &c. ſhall be reſerved to their proper Uſe ; but 
be no more uſed for enſnaring and dividing S«b/criptions, 


Profeſſions, or Oaths; or made the Engines to tear the 
Churches. | 


11. When all thoſe Superfluities, and Foot-balls of Con- 
tention, are caſt out of the way, the Power of the Keys, 
or: Paſtoral Government, ſhall come to be better known 
and exerciſed, and the Primitive Diſcipline ſet up; which 
took place, before Cyril of Alexandria took up the Sword, 
and Pride ſwelled the Biſhops unto. a Secular State,- and 
way of Ru'e. Then it ſhall be Cherch-Government, to 
{ee that the People be duely taken in the Sacramental-Co- 
venant, and learn the Creed, Lord's-Prayer, and Decalogwe ; 
and be inſtructed in the word of God, and Live together | 
in Sobriety, Righteouſneſs, and Godlynefs. And the Paſtors: 
| ſhall leave all Secular Matters to the Magiſtrates ; and 
be no more troubled, nor corrupted by their uſe of any 
forcing Power : Their Government ſhall be a Paternd, 
Authoritative Exerciſe of Inſlruttion,. and of Love ;, and no 
more: Like that of a Tutor to Wn one's a Pe ian 1 
his. Hoſpital, a Phyloſopher in his School, fuppoling a Di- 
wine Commiſſion and. Rule.) The Church it ſelf, ſhall bowl 

, Er 
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ſhip, with the” Church : And. when any [are accuſed af 
wicked Living, contrasy to-Sobriety, Righteouſneſs, and God- 
lyneſs, to try, whether theſe Accufations be well proved: 
And if ſo,” to perſwade the Offenders to. Regent ; and by: 
plain: Scripture-Arguments, to convince them of the-Sin'; 
and with Tears, or Fatherly Tenderneſs' and Love, to melt 
them into Remorſe, and bring them to confeſs, and: for- 
{ake the Sin. Andif this cannot be done at once, to tr 

again. and again; and proy-for their Repentance. And, 
when there 1s no other Remedy, [to Declare ſuch & one 
openly uncapable of Church-Communion , and to require the 
Church, to. avoid Communion with him ; and him, to forbear 
intruding intotheir Communion : and to bind him over by s Mi- 
niſterial Denunciation. of God's Diſpleaſure, ( as 


Impenitent) to anſwer it at the Bar of God himelfy" as 


is the utmoſt of the Paſtoral Power, that ſhall then be 
uſed, : ( \uppoſing private Admonitions ): | And this only, 
in that Church, on Congregation, . wherein ther Sinner had 
before his Communion ; and not at a diſtance, nor its 
other Churches,. or Parts of the World, 'where the Pa- 
ſtor hath no Charge. Yea, this 24«ch ſhall' not be ex- 
erciſed Irregularly, andat Randome, to: the Injury of the 


expreſt. 


"oof the 
one that is under his wrath, till he do: Repent.] And this 
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12. The Primitive-Church-Form ſhall be Reſtored: And 

as (where there are Chriſtians enow) no Churches ſhall be 
too /mall fo none ſhall be greater for Number or Di- 
ſtance, than to be oe true particular Church, that is, 4 
Society of Chriitians united as Paſtor and People, for Perſo- 
nal Communion and Aſſitance in God's Publick worſhip, and 


| Holy Living : That is, ſo many as may have this Perſo- 


mal Communion, if not all at once, yet per wices, as oft as 
is fit for them to meet with the Church, ( which all in. 
a Family, cannot uſually do at once.) So that, /pnatins 
his Church-Mark ſhall be reftored, '[ To every Church 
there is one Altar, and one Biſhop, with his Fellow-Presby- 
ters ad Deacons, } And there ſhall no more be a Hun- 
dred, or Six Hundred, or a Thouſand A4/tars to one Bi- 
ſhop,. primi Gradus, and in one Church of the firſt Form; 
called a Particular Church : Nor ſhall all the Particular 
Churches be Yn-churched, for want of true Biſhops; nor 
all their Paſtors degraded into a new Order of Teaching- 
Miniſters, that have no Power of Paſtoral- Government : 


' Nor the 7r«ue Diſcipline of the Churches, be made a meer 


zmpoſſible thing , whil'ſt it is to be exerciſed by one Bi- 
ſbop only, over many hundred Conrregations; which do 
every one of them, afford full work for a preſent Biſhop. 
Nor ſhall the Biſhops Office be thought ſo /:ztle Holy, any 
more than Preachiz;g, and Sacramental - Adminiſtrations, as 
to be performable by a Lay-Delegate, or any one that is 
not. really a 5:/hop. But the People ſhall know them; 
that are Over them in the Lord, which labor among them, 
and admoniſh them; and ſhall eſteem them very highly in 
Love,. for their work ſake ; and ſhall be at Peace among them- 
felves, 1 Theſ. 5. 12, 13. Such Bifhops as Dr. Hammond 


in his Azz. deſcribeth ; that had but Oxe Church, and 


Preached, Baptized, Chatechized, Viſited the Sick, took Care 
of the Poor, Adminiſtred the Lord's-Supper, Guided every 
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Congregation 6s preſent in Public warſbip;.. and privately 
ES and watched over all. the Flocks ,.ſhall.be-in every Y 
Church that can obtain ſuch.. | T3 «tia 4 


XR; 
». 


13. Where the Churches: are fo grea! as to need- (as: 
moſt will do) and- ſo happy. as. to obtain, many faithful. 
Presbyters or Paſtors, whether they ſhall Zive together: 
in a (ingle Colledge-life, or: Married, and at a+ diftance,* |; 
and whether. one as the chief, or Biſhop; ſhall be: Prefſ-- 3 
dent, and have a Neg ative Voice, or all be equal in a Con« * 
cordant guidance of the Flocks, ſball be left to the choile- 
and liberty of. the ſeveral Churches, by. mutual Con» 
ſent of Pa#ors, and People, and Magiſtrates, to do. andr 
vary, as-their ſeveral States and Exigences-ſhall-require>-_ 
And ſhall neither be. called Anti-chriitian or odions Ty-: 
14nny 0n-the one ſide, nor made of necefſiry to. the Churches: 
Communior, or peace, on.:the. other, as long as. the- tr#e- 
Paſloral-or Epiſcopal Office is Exerciſed in- every particu- 
lar Church. . a 4 ue 


14. Neither Magiſtrates nor other Biſhops, . ſhall make 
the Biſhops or Paſtors-Sermons, and Prayers for .him $; 
but leave it as the. work- of the ſpeakers Office, to word 
his own Sermons and Prayers -and to chooſe a fet:form-- 
or no ſet-form, the- ſame or various; as the-caſe- requi- 
reth: yet ſo as to be-refponſible. as after) for all- abu» 
ſes and mal-admini{trations,- and nor ſuffered 'to-deprave 
Gods Worſhip, by confuſion or hurtful Erxours, or paſſt» 
onate and perverſe Expreſſions: But to be aflilted, and * 
direQted to uſe his Office in the moſt edifying ways, by 
fuch kind of 'helps, as his perſonal weaknefles 'fhall-re-- | 
quire, And: where fet-forms are uſed, ;none ſhall quar- 
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-t5. None of the People ſhall have the high Priviteas 
g's of iChurch:Communion, «and "Sucraments beftowed” on 
them; againſt their Wills: No more than a Man 1mpeni- 
nent and wnwiling, ſhall be Miniſterially 46ſolved from 
the Guilt of Sin. For every Sacramental Adminiſtrati- 
on, Whether of Baptifm, or of the Body and Blood of 
Chrift, 18 as full an AQt of Miniſterial 46ſulution as any 
Paſtor can perform: And what he doth to particular Per- 
ſons upon their Pexitence after a lapſe, that the Paſtor 
doth to the whele Church at the Lords Supper, And as 
Conſent 1s made by Chri#, the Cond'tion. of Pardon and 
Covenant- Benifits, which no Now-confenter hath a Title 
to: {o therefore -Profeſſed Conſent is neceſlary to the $4- 
cramental Collation or InveX#iture + And thole that are but 
conjirained by the apparent danger of a Fize or Fad!, 
are not to be accounted Yolnntary Conſenters by the Church; 
when the Lord of the Church will account none for 
Conſerters, that will not forſate al, and endure Fines and: 
Jailes, rather than to be deprived of the benefits of My- 
itical and Viſible Church-Communion. The Magiſtrate 
therefore will Wiſely, and Moderately, brifig all the 
People to Hear that which is neceflary to their good; 
but will not by Penalties, force: the «»wiliing to receive 
either Abſolurrons or Communion with the Church, in 
its ſpecial priviledges. Bur if the Baptized refuſe Church- 
Communion afterwards, they lamentably puniſh: them- 
ſelves: And if it be found meet to declare them Excom- 
municare, it will be a terrible penalty, ſufficient to its 
proper uſe. Tg 


16. The Magiſtrate willnot Impriſon, Harm, Confif- 
* cate, Banilh, or otherwiſe puniſh any of his SubjeQs, eo »o- 
mine, becauſe they are Excommunicate : For thar is to 
puniſh his Bedy, becauſe hs Soul 1s puniſhed. Nor will 


ich Jo nothing without the Magiſtrares: forde. 
. But he he himſelf "be4r,'a6d | jodge before he Punith, - 
and not. be debaſed to- be the Clergies Excc toner, to. 
puniſh” before he have iryed 76e GR Becauſe Clergy- 
Mens Pride and Paffions, may elſe ingage him to be the. 
Inſtrument of their Vices and Revenge... Yea, 'as he that 
feeth a Man puniſhed! in” one Coir, ''will be” the more 
drlatory to being him 'to' puniſhment in another, for the - 
fame Crime; ſo the Magiſtrate \ that ſeeth a Man Bx- 
communicated for his fault, Tg rather deley his'civil force - 
apainſt' that Man, to ſee what effe&t his Excommunica-- 
tion will have : Becauſe the ConjunQtion of the: 'Sword 
againſt the Excommunicate as ſuch, doth corrupt Chrifts 
Ordinance, and make the Fruit of it utterly 'undiſcerg-- 
able, ſo that no one can ſee wherher-ever it did any. 
thing at all, or whether all was'done by the fear of the- 
_ Sword. . And verily, a faithful Minifter, that feeth a Sin-- 
ner come to Confeffion of his fault, but when he. muft 
elſe tye in Fail and be #»de3jf, will be loath to take that- 
Man or a trvePenitent. "And to force Paſtors to «bſolve 
or- give the Sacramem. to every one that had rather rake 
#, rhan bye in Fail and be »»done; is to ſet up fach new: 
Terms. of Church Communion,. which- cbr:# will give. 
Men lirtle thanks for. 'Church Communion: is only a Prix 
viledge _— to Folemeers and Penitents. | Bur yet the Ma- 
giftens, ney iſh Men with Figes or other Penaltics;. 

the ſame faul's, for which they are Excommunicate,” 
Having Tryed and* Judged them'in' his own Courts Bur: 
not quererus MOOSE; 'but according to'the nature. 
of the Crime. . TY | 
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17. The Schoolsof Learning, 


[Educate Youth, either in-Idleneſs, Luxury, Eh LINE 
-tical formality ; but under Learned, Pious Tutors, in 
Learning, Sobriety and Piety ; From whence they {hall 
not .over-haſtily leap into the. Paſtoral Office. | 


18. None under Thirty Years of Age (at what time 
Chriſt himſelf entered on his publick Works) ſhall take 
.a Paſtoral Charge, except in caſe of meer necellity of 
.the Church, no. not on pretence;of Extraordinary fitneſs: | 
But till then ſhall imploy themſelves as Learners, Cate- 
.chiſts, School-Maſters, or Probationers. Nor. ſhall they 
.meddle in the Pulpits, with matters of ſuch Contro- 
weytee , as the Church is in Danger to be troubled 
- with, | - 


19. Miniſters ſhall all be commanded by the Magi- 
Tate, .and adviſed by the Neighbour Paſtors, to -forbear 
.all unneceſſary Controverſies 1n I Pulpits; and to teach 
the people the foreſaid Subſtantials, tae Covenant of Grace, 
the Creed, Lords Prayer, and Decalogue, the Duties of 
Faith, Love, Repentance, and Obedience: And ſhall -xe- 
frve their $«btiler and curious Speculations, for Schools 
.and Theological Writings; And ſo the Chriſtian People 
ſhall be bred up in the Primitive, Plain, pr of . 
Doctrine and Religion ; -And. their Brains: ſhall not be 
heated, and racked with thole. new-coined. Phraſes and 
Subtilties, which will but. diſtemper them 1nto- a proud, 
-contentious, wranghng Diſeaſe; but will not be truly un- 
.derſtood by them, when als done. And fo when it is 
the peoples work, to. hear anly (uſually): the DoQrine 
of rhe Catechiſme,. and ſimple, ald Chriſtianity, and to 
talk of no other; 1. Their time w!ll be Faye 4n 
Promoting Faith, Repentance, Love, and Obe Ce, 
: whic 
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Words. And, 2: Religion will be: an eaſier thing; 
and conſequently, will be more common, (as chea ; Food | 
and Rayment is every ones Penny-worth): And Mini- 
ſters may hope to bring the generality of their People, to 
be favingly and praQtically Religious : Whereas the 
Fine ſpun Religion” of Noveliits,, and #raxelers, that pre- 
tend new Light and Increaſe of Knowledge, doth not 
only dwindle into a Cob-web of no Ule, or Life, or. 
Power ; but muſt be confined to a Few, that can have 
leiſure to learn to Talk in new Phraſes, and will but be- 
come the Matter of ignorant Men's Pride and Oftentati- 
on; and make them think, that they only are the Re- 
ligious People; and all that cannot talk as they, are 
Prophane, and not to be admitted to their Communion. 
When as the Apoſtolick, Primitive, plain Religion, with- 
out the Laces, and Whimſies, that Dreamers have ſince 
introduced, would make Men Humble, Holy, Heavenly, O- 
bedient, Meek, and Patient ; and ſpare Men the Loſs of 
a great deal of Time. | | 


20. The Maintenance of the Miniſtry ſhall neither be 
ſo poor, as to diſcourage Men from devoting their Chil- 
dren to the Office, or diſable them from a total Addic- 
tedneſs to their proper Work, by any diſtratting Wants 
or Cares ; or yet wholly. diſable them from Works of 
Charity : Nor yet ſo Grear, as may be a ſtrong Bait to © 
Proud, Covetous, Worldly minded Men, to intrude in- 
to the Miniſtry for fleſhly Ends. It ſhall be ſo much, as 
that the Burden of their Calling may not be ray 

2nd. 


' Want: But yet not ſo much, but that Seif-denyal 
be Exerciſed by all that under-take the Miniſtry ; 2nd. 
of the Two, the Burden of the Miniſterial Labors, with 
its proper Sufferings, ſhall to Fleſh and Blood, ſeerh' to 
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reponderate the worldly Advantage. So greatly need- 
wo it to the Church, that all Mmiſters be Self deny. 
ing Men ; that valuing Things ſpiritually,” can praQtifſe 
Humility, Mortification, and Contempt if the World, as 
well as preach it. 


21. There ſhall be a Treble-Lork upon the Door of 
the Miniſtry : 

1. Whether they are fit to be Miniſters in the gene- 
ral, the Ordarmmers ſhall judge. 

2, Whether they are fit to be the Paftors of this, or 
thar particular Church ; the Members of the Charch 
ſhall ſb far judge, as that none ſha'l become their 
Paſtors, without their own conſent. 

3- Whether they be fit for the Magiſtrates Counte- 
nance, Maintenance, and Protettion, the Magiſtrate 
himfelf ſhall judge. 

And therefore, all Three fhall ſeverally try, and ap- 
prove each Paſtor: Yet ſo, that the Two Firff only be 
taken, as-neceffary to the Office it felf, and the Third 
only, to the Maintenance and Encouragement, or Defence 
of the Officer. And though ſometimes, this may occa- 
ſton Diſagreements and Delayes, for a time ; yet ordi- 
narily, the ſecuring of a Faithful Miniſtry, and other 
good Effets, will countervail many ſuch Inconvenien- 
CES. 


22. No One Church, ſhall have the Government of 4- 
other Church : And the ſecular Differences of Metropolt- 
tans, Patriarcks, &c. which was ſet up in one Empire, 


' - upon ſecular Accounts, and from ſecular Reaſons, ſhall all 


ceaſe. And no Differences ſhall be made xeceſſary among 
them, which Chriſt hath not made neceſſary. But Chr1i- 
ſtan Princes ſhall take warning by the Greek and Laine 
Churches, | 


mes A "0 IE " ” [0 "I P «Þ " E x - " ». 
_ ” +7 _ _—__ COTE” ” A 38: %. 24. ” & ” . 4. 14-4 - p * L 4 " 
F -< n  % © CVs ES CE M0. on ad ate. 2h yt 6. 426024 "LF % oY FT IS 4 - \ 22456 CR bf LEY 
s . 5 — p 3h CE ted Ie etna as bb RES TO Id he £9; EEE EEG E ID 
. . 7 - s $5 
F * 
P | 


3 ( Jl J : > : 
Churches, and by.all the Calamities and Ruins, which 
have been cauſed in the Chriſtian World ; by Biſhops 
ſtriving who ſhould be the Greateſt,, when Cbrift decided 

the Contraverlie long ago, Luk. 22. | 


23. As Chriſtians hold Perſonal, Chriitszan Communion, 
in their ſeveral particular Churches ; fo Churches ſhall hold 
a Communion wi Churches, by neceſſary Correſpondencies, 
and Aſſociations: Not making a 444jor Yote of Biſhops in Sy- 
nods, to have a proper Government over the Minor Part. 
But that by counſe/ and concord; they may help and ſtreng- 
then one another; and ſecure the common Intereit of 
Chriſtianity. And that he that is a Member of one Church, 
may be received of the Reſt; and he that is caſt out 
of One, may not be received. by: the Reſt, -unleſs he be 
wronged. So that, it ſhall not be Ore Politigk Church ; 
but a Communion of Churches. 


24. The Means of this Communion ſhall be, 
I. By Meſſengers. 
2. By Letters and Certificates Communicatory. 
3. By Synods. 


25. Theſe Syzods ſhall, as to a few Neighbour Churches, 
be ordinary and ſtated: And the Meetings of Miniſters 
in them, ſhall be improved ; 

1. To the DireCting and Counſelling of one another, 
in matters doubtful ; eſvecially of Diſcipline. 
2. To edify each other by Conference, Prayer, and 
Diſputations. | 
3- That the Younger may be Educated under the 
grave Advice and Counſels of the Elder... 
4. That the Concord of Themſelves, and the Chur- 


! 


ches under them, may be preſerved. 
CE H 2 | 
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But if they wou'd grow Imperious, Tyrannical, Hereti- 
cal, or Contentious, the Magiſtrare ſhall hinder their 
ſtated, ordinary Meetings; that it be not accounted a 
thing ſimply neceſſary, nor uſed to the Diſturbance of 
the Church or States. «And all Provincial, National, and 
Jarger Councels, ſhall be held by the A4agifrares Con- 


fent. 


26. He that taketh himſelf to be wrongfully Excom- 
municated in one Church, ſhall have a Treble Reme- 


dy: 


x. To have his Cauſe heard by the Aſſociated Pi- 
ftors of the Neighbour - Churches ; though nor 
as Rwters of the Biſhop, or Paſtor of that parti- 
cular Church; yet as Counſellors, and fuch 
_ Judgment bindeth to Coxcord in lawful 
tNIngs. 

% T0 be admitted by another Church, if it appear 
that he is wronged. And, 

3. To appeal to the Magiſtrate, as the Preſerver of Z 
Faztice, and Order, in all Societies. 


27. The Maziſtrate ſhall appoint ſome of the moſt 
Grave, and Wiſe, and Godly, and Moderate of the AM- 
zifters, to have a general Inſpettion over many Churches ; 
and to ſee, that they be well Taught and Ordered, and thar 
Paitors and People do their Duty : who ſhall therefore 
oft Yifit them, and ſhall Inftrudt and Exhort the Younger 
Miniſters ; and: with the countenance of the Magiſtrate, and 
their own Seigntority and Ability, ſhall rebuke the Sloath- 
ful and Faulty 24:»ifters ; and* perſwade them to Dili- 
gence and Fidelity: But ſhall Exerciſe no outward Force 
by the Sword ; nor any Excomnmunication by themfelves 
alone, or otherwiſe than 1n the fore-{aid Regularway. 


28. All 
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_ 28. All Ordinztions ſhall be performed, (except incaſe- 
of Neceſſity) either inthe 4jſembly of the Aſſociated Pa- 
feors, with their Preſident ; or in-the:/ acaxrt. Church, by 
ſome' of them, appointed by the reſt : Or by the Geze- 

_ 74] Viſiter, laſt mentioned, wich-a.competent Number of 
Afiſtants. But ftili, an Ordination ta the Miniſtry in ge- 
xeral, ſhall not. be taken to be formally the ſame ; as the 
affixine him to this or that Church, in particuiar; Nomore, . 
panty. Licenſing of a Phyſician, a ſame with the Af 
fixing him to a particular Hoſpital... | | 


29. A Catalogue ſhall be drawn up, of ſome of the 
greateſt Verities, which are not expr:/ly. found in the 
Creed, Lord's - Prayer, Or Decalogue p which, as the Ar- 
ticles of Confeſſion, of the Aſſociated Churches of: the Nas 
tion, ſhall ſerve for theſe Three Uſes: 

1. To ſatisfie all-Forreign Churches, againſt any Ac+ 
cuſation, .that they are Orthodox. . | 

2. To examine the. Knowledge of ſuch as+are ads 
mitted to the 44/ni#fry, by : (but not to be Sub- - 
{cribed, unleſs only as: to a general Acknow- 
ledgment of the. Soundneſs . of their DoQrine . 
without ſaying that, There is nothing Faulty in 

' them.) | 

3. To be a Rule of Reſtraint to Miniters, in theip 
Preaching ; that none be allowed publickly; af-- 
ter Admonition, to Preach againſt any Dottnne 
contained in them. 


30. The Ulſurped, Ecclefiaſtical Power, of Biſhops, and 
Presbytertes, and Councils, ( which were co-ercive, or 1mi- 
rated, ſerular Conrts, or bound the Magiſtrate to execnte - 
their Decrees) -being caſt out, and all Paſtors reſtrained * 
from playing the Biſhops in other Churches, out of their. - 

| | own: - © 
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own Charge ; The Mazgi#rate ſhall Exerciſe all Co-ercive, 
Church - Government himſelf ;'/ and «nd more; truſt the 
Sword dire&ly, or indireQtly, in the Hands of the Cler- 
gy, Who have long uſed it {0 inheny, to the Diſtur- 
bance of the Chrittian World, and the ſhedding of fo 
. much Innocent Blood. Where it may be had, there 
ſhall be a Church-Faſtice, or Magiſtrate, 1n every confide- 
rable Pariſh :; who being pre/ext,ſhall himſelf hear how Mi- 
nitters preach, and behavethemſelves among their People. 
And all Miniſters and Churches ſhall be Reſponſible to the 
Magiſtrate, for all Abuſes, and mal-Adminiftration. If any 
Minifter Preach or Pray ſeditiouſly, abuſively, faQtiouſly, 
ratlingly, againſt tolerable Difſenters, to the deſtroying 
of Chriſtian Love and Unity, or Herecically, to the Dan- 
ger of the Peoples Souls; or ſhall exerciſe Tyranny over 
' the People, or live a Vicious Life; or be negligent in 
his Office of Teaching, Worſhip, or Diſcipline, or other- 
wiſe groſly mif behave himſelf : He ſhall be Reſponſible 
both (as afore-ſaid) to the Aſſcciated Paſtors an Viſitor, - 
(or Arch-Biſhop) and alſo to the Magiftrate ; who ſhall 
Rebuke and Corre& him, according to the meaſure of 
his Offence. And it ſhall a , that the Maziftrate is 
ſufficient for af Co-ercive, Church - Government, without 
«ll the Clergies Uſarpations ; which uphold the Ruman, and 


other Tyrannical SOCieties. 


31. The Queſtion, who ſbell be Tadze of Hereſie, Schiſme, 
or Church-Sins ? ſhall be thus decid 
1. The Bibops or Paﬀters of the particular Churches, 
ſhall be the Judges ; mho # to be denyed Communion 
in their Churches, as Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, &c. 
The Afſcciated Churches ſhall be Judges, (in their 
Synods, or by other Correſpondence) who & 
t9 ve common.y denyed Communion in al their 
Cherches [ 


12 
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( '55) | om 
Churches ; and what Paſtors and Charches, ſhall” © 
havethe Dextram Commuizionis, and who not. J 
3. The Aagiftrate ſhall be the only Judge, who is-- 
to be puniſhed for Herefie or . Schiſm,  &c. with 
Fines, or any Outward, Corporal Penalty. Andno - 
one ſhall uſurp the others Right. - 


3z. The Magiſtrate ſhall filence. all Preachers that -af-- 
ter due Admonition, ſo grolly miſ-behave themſelves in : 
Dottrine, Worſbip, or Converſation, as to be the- P 
of the Churches, and to do apparently more hurt 
good. But as to all worthy and able Miniſters, if they com> - 
mit any fault, 'they ſhall be puniſhed as other SubjeQs, 
only with ſuch Penalties as iÞall not by fileacing-or re- 
ſtraint, be a puniſhment to the innocent- peoples Souls,- 
nor hinder the Preaching of the Goſpel of Salvation: E- - 
ven as if the _— —_ on CO = ed 
ters, perform their. work pernicioully (Poiſoning their :-- 
Ho Bread, and Meat) they ſhall be forbid the Trade: 
' But for other faults, they ſhall be fo puniſhed, that the-- 
| be not left without Bread,. Beer, Meat, Houſes, - 
for their faults. | Me 
33- If any Hereticks (as Arriens, Socimans, 8&c.) would * 
creep into x 6 Miniſtry, there ſhall not be zem-forms of - 
pry Sues made to keep them out (which its -like, 
with their vicious Confiences would be uneffeual, and 
would open a Gap to the old Church-Fyrannies and Di- 
' viſions); nor an «xc:riamm Evil be ettually refifted by . 
a certain greater Miſchief. But while he keepeth his Er- 
rour to himſe'f, he is no —_ my the Church (zo 
«pparere being: equal to zo efſe :) when he wventerh - 
his Herefj, he is reſponſible all the ways aforeſaid; and 
may be by the AMagiftrate puniſbed for his Crime, and ' 
by. the. Churches be branded as none of their Commur--_ 
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nion; which is the regular way of reforming Crimes 


wiz. By Fudement and Execution, and not by making 


new Rules and Laws, as faſt as Men break the old: As 


though Laws could be made, which no Man can 
break. 


24. The Magiſtrate ſhall countenance or tolerate no Sin 
or Errour, ſo tar as he can cure it by. juſt Remedies, 
which will not do more harm than good: But he ſhall ax- 
willingly tolerate many tolerable Exrours and Faults; becauſe 
5t is not in his Power to remedy them, by ſach means. 
But, | 

1. The Sound and Concordant Miniitry only, ſhall 
have his Countenance and Maintenance. | 
2. Smaller Errours and Diſorders, ſhall be beſt cured 
by gentle Rebukes, and Diſconntenance, and de- 
nyal of Matntenance ; together with the diſgrace 
that will be caſt upon them, by-the judgment 
and diſſent of all the united Concordant Mini- 
ſters and Churches (which two together will do 
_— and better, than Exaſperating Cruelties will 
0.) 
3- The publiſhing of pernicious Principles, ſhall be re- 
ſtrained more ſeverely. 5 

But though Men may be reſtrained from venting per- 
nicious Falſehoods, they cannot be Conſtrained to. believe 
the Truth (we are not fo happy .) Nor ſhall they be 
3 ;- Wa to lie, and /ay that they believe it when they 
do not. | 


25. AM matters of Quarrels, diviſion and cruel uſage 
of each other, being thus cut off and gone ; bianoroal 
and revengeful thoughts will ceaſe, and Love will revive 
M1 all Mens Breaſts, and Unity, arid Peace will —_—_ 
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57 Theh will the Hearts of the Page airs 6 to MAR 
ogg And they wilt be'ng more on'the great dif- 
Geulties of Loving the Biſhops that hurt ag harty or of Loving 
rhem in Jailes; But it will be as eaſy to Love them, when 
may feel the Love to-their Souls in the labours and kind- 
of their Paſtors, as'to-Love their deareft and near- . 
eft Friends. - Arid thetr' Love, will open the Peoples Ears 
to the Teachers DoQrine, and it wilt do them good: 
And then the labours and lives of faithful Minifters, will 
be ſweet and e y 4 when the Love, and the Unity, and 
Faithfulneſs of the People, is their dayly Enconrape- 
ment.” 'O how'good, and how happy 'wilt-it befor 
Paftors and People, thus to Live in Love'#nd* Unity ? 
It will not only mind us of Aarons perfume, but of the 
Spirit of Love that dwelt in our Redeemer, and which 
he Ro ſhould be his Seal and Mark upon all his true 
RO ' Yea, and of the, Celeſtial Society, 'ahd Life of 
Love. : 


37. Then ſhall Neighbours exerciſe i Charity, 
the help of the Ignorant about, them,! -the' 
cions ' of venting Herefies, or Seditionz” of Encroachi 
on the Paſtors Office. Ant Neighbours when they co 
together, ſhall not take' Praying = ops or holy Con- 
c—_ or rg Praiſe, or Read PS gooc Does, | 
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much) ſhall joyn with the-Families of their more Un- 
derſtanding Neighbours, who can help them ; (as-they 
met Ac. 12, 12. for Prayer; and as Neighbour-Families 
were to joyn in Eating the Paſſover, ' with the Family 
that had not enow to Eat it.) For Love and Unity ſhall 
end theſe Jealouſies.. And all ſhall be done under the 
Guidance and. Over-{ight of their Paſtors; and not in 
Enmity or Oppoſitioa to them, or to the Concordant 
Church-Afemblies. And, O what Helps and Comfort 
will this be to all Faithful Paſtors, when all the Work 
lyeth not on them alone ! but every one ſets his Hand 
to Build, in his proper place !. And when they that Con- 
verſe together all the Week, are ſeconding that- which 


5 


he more ſeldom teacheth them in Publick. 


38. The Younger fort of Ainifters, that are now 
Bred up: in /ulcar's Forge, ſhall be then Trained up un- 
der grave and peaceable Men ; where uniting, and peace- 
making Principles, ſhall be the Rudiments of their Ziter a- | 
FiYEs = 


39. And the Younger ſort of the People, ſhall be no 
more tempted into envious Heats againſt their Afliters; 
nor into contentious Sets, becauſe of Controverhies : 
But ſhall be fed with the Milk of peaceable Principles, 
and be Educated in the Love of Love it ſelf. And the 
names of Setts, and Church-Divigons, and proud Pretend- 
ings, ſhall by uſe, be made as diſgraceful, as now the 
Names of S Wearing, Drunkenneſs, and wWhoredom are. 


40. And, O how Dear! how Amiable! how, Honou- 
rable will their Governours be, to ſuch a People! (Eſpe- 
cially, that Bleſſed Prince, that: ſhall firſt perform this 
Work!) How heartily will they Pray for them, os 

| | Oy 
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for chem, andBight-for therd? Ant! now hdr ll is 


they Contribute. .any>thing in” their 
Aids! And, How: impatient. will they'be' againſt every 
Word, that would diſhonour them! -How-Bleiſed will the 


| People be under ſuch a Prince ! And, How Sweet and Eafie 


will,the Life of that Prince be, that is ro ) Govern ſuch 
a People 1: pero; er if | 

© Grant, O Lord, thas: has; gre Honous' ks. Cointorr, 
may fall into the Hands of the' King of Erzland,: before 
all others in the World! Kings will then ſee, that it 
is their -/xtereft, their Hozour, and their greateſt” 71, 


eſs on Earth, to be the wiſe, Pros, Righteous Gover-._ 


nours, of 'a #fe, ' Pious, Fuſt, United People ; that Love 
them ſo much, that ſtill they would fain ſerve them bet- 


ter, than they are able. + 


41. The Fgnorant, Vulgar, and Ruder fort; obſervir 
this Amiable Concord, and all the bleſſed Fruits t 
will admire Religion, and fall in Love with it: And 
' Multitudes, that ſhall be ſaved, will be dayly added to 
the ſeriouſly Religious ; and the Houle of. Chrif, will be 


filled with Gueſts. 


42. Hereupon the Scandalous and Flagitious Lives of 
Common Proteſtants, will be much cured: For the Num- 
ber of the Flagitiovs, will grow ſmall ; and Crimes 
will be under common Diſgrace.-. Beſides 'thar, they will 


be -puniſhed by the 0 orgs So tharz of Sin will be. 


a Marvall. 


43» The Books of plain DoAtine, and hol 
with the Parificatory Treatiſes of Reconcilers, - bly Li vl then A 


moſt in Efteem and Uſe ; which now are ſo Diſ- 
by turt wt, diſcontented, —_— Perſons. © And abun abiin- 
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dance of Controverſal - Writings,! about Clurok-Govern- 


ment, Litur gies, Ceremonies, : and; many other Matters, 


will be forgotten, and caſt aſide, as uſeleſs Things: For 
the Swords {hall be made into Plow-Shares, and Proning- 


Hooks. 


. The happy Example of that happy Prizi#, and 
"a 69 hy Bar hall begin and firſt coin this 
Work, will be Famous through all the Proteſtant - Chay- 
ches; and will enflame ſuch Defires.of Imitation in them 
all, and be ſuch a ready Dire&ion-in the way, that it - 
will greatly expedite their an{werable Reformation. And 
the Famous Felicity of that Prince, in the Reformation 
and Concord of his Subjeas, will kindle in the Hearts 
of other Proteſtat-Princes and States, an Earneft Deſire 
of the ſame Felicity. And fo, as upon the Invention of 
Printing, and of Guns, the World was preſently pofleſ- 
ſed of Guns, and of Printed - Books, that never before at- 
tained any-fuch thing : So here ; they that ſee the Hap- 
pyneſs of one Kingdom brought about, and ſee how it 
was done, will have Matter enough before their Eyes, 
both to excite their Deſires, and guide their Endeavours; 
in the Means to bring all this to pals. 


45. The Proteſtant Kingdoms: and States, being thus- 
Reformed, and United in themſelves, will be enflamed 
with an earneſt deſire of the 'goad'of all other Churches, 
and of all the World : And therefore, as Divines have 
held ſomething called General Councils for the Union of 


. all thoſe Churches: ſo theſe Princes - will by their A- 


gents hold Aﬀemblies for maintaining Correſpondency, - 
to the carrying on of the common good of the World, * 
by the Advantage of their United Connſels, and Strength : 
And then no Enemy can Rand long: before them. For, 
: they 
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46. The excellent; and ſucceſsful uſe of the 2t2piftrarts - * 
Government of the Churrher is theis: Dainions; will lia.” 
. ſhame all the-uſurping claims of the Pope,” and General + 


Conncels, and their | Eccleftaftick 
the train of-4r:ifices a Offices, by which their 701 ” 
ment of the World is managed: And the World, and” 


. 


ly Princes will plainly ſee how much they were 
of Pope or Cardinal, nor any of thoſe Officers'or iAQs a © 
all: But that theſe are the meer Contrivances af Car-- -- 
nal Policy, to keep up an Earthly Kingdom under the © 
name of the-Cathoiick Church. And alfo the Purity avid | 
Unity of the Reformed Churches, where the vulgar have © J 
more Religion and Union,” than their Monaſteries, -will ' | 
dazzle the Eyes of the Popiſh Princes, States, and" Peo- 
ple; And whea they ſee better, and eſpecially the hap- + 
po" of the Princes, they will forfake the Uſtrper that .. 4 
d Captivated them by. fraud, and will affume their - 7 
freedom and felicity ; And fo. the Rowen Church-King- - 7 
 dom- will fall. 22 "EU 250 OO 


47. The deluded Mahometans ſeeing the Unity, and: Wi 
Glory of Chriftendom, as they were before- kept from 
Chriſt by the wicked Lives, and the Diviſions of Chri- 
{tians (thinking that we are far worſe than rhey) fo now © 
they will be brought to admire and honour the Chriſti-- * 
an Name, and fer the Power of the Chriſtian Princes: - * 
And one part of them will turn Chriſtians ; and the reſt, ©: 
even the Turkiſh Power, the Chriſtians force by the Po- _? 


ry 


wy 


wer of God, will eaſily break... And fo the. al 


yt 
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hometans come into. the Faith-of Ghriſt.,. 


48. The poor ſcattered Fews alſo, when they ſee the 
-Glory and Concord of Chriſtians, will be convinced that 
.Chriſt is indeed the true Meas : And being Converted 
perhaps, ſhall by the Chriſtian Powers, be lome of them 
Re-eſtabliſhed in their own Land : But not to their an- 
tient peculiarity, OT policy and Law. 


49. And then the Chriſtian -Zeal, will work to the 
Converſion of the poor Idolatrous, Heathen World ; And 
part of them will yield 'to Reaſon and Faith, and the. 
reſt by juſt victories be ſubdued. And fo the Kingdoms 
of the World, will become the Kingdoms of the Lord, . 
and his Chriſt; And the Goſpel ſhall be Preached in all 


the World. 


50. And when the Kingdom of Grace 1s perfeQed, 
and hath had its time, the Kingdom of G/ory ſhall ap- 
pear, upon the Glorious appearing of Chriſt our King ; 
and the.Dead ſhall. Ariſe; and they that have overcome, 
Thall Reign with Chriſt, and fit with him upon the 
Throne, even as he overcame, and 1s ſet down with the 
Father on his Throne. Amer, Even ſo come Lord Fe- 


ſas. 


John 
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John 17. 20, 23, 22, ,23, 24. 


Neither Pray 1 for theſe cls, but for. them ab: dy, 3 
which ſhall believe on-me through their Word :; that t 2 
all may be one, as thou Father, art m me; Ve 
thee; that they alſo may be one in us, that the World - 
may believe that thou: haſt ſent me : Hul the Glory which. 
thou gaveſt me, T have girven themnthat they may be 
One, even as we are One. I'm them, and Thou in 
Me; that they may be made perfef in One; and that 
the World may know that thou haſt ſent We, and haſt - 
Lorved them, as thou haſt Loved Me; Father, F will 
that they alſo Whom thou haſt given Me, be with Me 
where I am, that they my behold id Glory, Which tho - 


haſt girven Ute, > 54-4 I 
Ob *Y 


But if, this world ſhould ever become ſo happy, it manly: | 
be more amiable, and fo be a greater ſnare to our fas + b 3 3 
ons, and make. us willing to ſtay from Heaven. 


. daſoer. 


. No AmiableneGs : or Plealantneſs, ſtealeth the Heart- - 
from God, or keepeth it from Heaven; - but that weeks” 
hideth the Glory and Goodneſs of God and Heaven, <4 E | 
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- our Minds, or corrupteth,” and diverteth the will and af-_ 
feQtions by ſome inconſiſtency or contrarity : _ But the 
ſpiritual excellency of the Reformed. Coprordant Church on' 
Earth, will ſo much more clearly Repreſent Heaven to 
aur conceptions, and give our Hearts ſo' pleaſant a fore- 

- taſt of it, that above all things it will Excite our deſires 
of that fuller Glory, and call us moſt Powerfully toa 
Heavenly *Mind and Lite: As the fir# - fruits, and ear- 
eff do make us deſire the Harveſt, and the full Poſ- 
{eſhon. And as now thoſe that Live in the moſt Hea- 
,venly Society,. andaander the moſt Excellent helps and 

means, have uſually more Heavenly Minds and Liyes, 

than they that in more tempting and diſtracting Com- 
pany, never enjoy ſuch Heavenly beams. 
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Conſectary. 


A LL the Romiſh - Dreams of (hurch - Union, 


ariſe from Ignorance of the true State and ' 
Intereſt of the Church, and the true and * 
neceſſary Terms of "Arr 
And all the Plots allo, of the LModerating Pa-: : be 1 
pifts, chat Talk & -a Politica Church- Catholick,. ha« - © 
ving a Vifible Conſtitutive, or Governing- Head ; whe- | 
gher Honarchial, (the Pope); or Ariſtecraticd or Des - 
mocratical, (the Patriarchs; or a General-Comncil) : : 
And chat Talk of Univerſal Laws of this Church, made © 
| by ſuch a Wniverſal- Head; beſides the Univerſal : 
Laws of Chriſt, And fally feign the Councils - 
called General, in a Particular Empire, called or ru- 
led by one * Emperour- only, . in his- own Dominions; to + 
; have \ ow Univerſal, as to all the Catholick Chinchis 
en Earth, And that feign theſe Councils to have - 
been deli, which on c__ erred,” and. 'croft- 
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"(63 
each other: And that ſet the World upon the 


undeterminable Controverſie, Which were true Ge- 
veral Councils; and, How many we muſt Receive, 


4nd Conform to: Whether only Four, or Six, 


or Fight; and till what Age. And char would 
perlwade the Chriſtian World, that what-ever di- 
verlity of Canons, Cuſtoms, or Church-Laws, or 
Ceremonies, are allow ed among them, it mult 
ll bb done or held by this ſame Authority of the 
Pope, or Council, or Both: to which ( though For- 
reign) Knys and Biſhops ruſt all be lubje&t; and 
from which, they mult receive their Chriſtiani- 
ty; and by which, all their Reformations muſt be 
tryed, And that ads muſt be taken as Catholicks, 
nor any Churches tolerated, that hold not ſuch a Fa- 
Etious Union, under ſuch an Uſurphhy Head, Perſonal 
Or Collective, But as Tertullian ſpeaketh, rather 
than endure ſuch Wiſer and Better Societies ; So- 
litudinem facerent, & oocarent Pacem; And as a 
Wo2idy Clergy, whole Church ad Kingdom is 
only of and im this World, would banith. from it 
all (ſave a Lifeleſs - Image ) which hath any Kin 
to Heaven; and ſuffer none to Live in this World 
among them, but themlelves, 

[ ay, all chis is, 1. From Ignorance of the True 
Nature of the Chriſtian Religion, Church-State, 
and Terms of oy and Concord ; which 1 
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have lately opened in a Book, Entituled, 
true and only Terms of the CR 4 
all the Churches. ] 


| 2. And from Contention ho Ambiguous 


| Words, and Self - Conceitedneſs in their Contro- 
verſies, ignorantly thence raiſed ; which I have 


ſought ro End in a Book, called, [ Catholick 
Lheology- ] 


And from vicious Paſſions and Partiali 


wit I have ſought to Heal in a Book, called, 
[ The Cure of Church-Diviſions, | 


g Prognoſtication. 


Il written long ſince the Writing of this Fore- 


